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From the Mayor’s Office

Talent Council has been on a good long search 
to find a new City Manager who will lead the fine 
team at City Hall, managing excellent essential 
services and leading our goals into reality.  Time 
and effort has gone into a critical change in 
leadership, because we know the next 5 to 10 
years will be challenging and, in some ways, 
transformative for Talent.  We are pleased to 
have found a leader who will bring “good fit” 
experiences, skills and professional values, that 
will give Talent an edge into our next years.  Our 

search concluded in August; hiring Sandra Spelliscy to join the Talent team in 
pursuit of a new level of excellence!

Sandy comes from a background in rural, small town government, having 
served a four-year term as a member of the Mt. Shasta, California City Council. 
She is experienced in municipal planning and land use, having spent five years 
as a city planning commissioner. She grew up and attended college in southern 
California and earned a law degree at the University of California, Davis, which 
led to a decades-long career as an environmental professional and non-profit 
administrator, mostly in and around the state capitol in Sacramento. Sandy loves 
to travel and has lived abroad in Mexico, France, and Nicaragua. She speaks 
(almost) fluent Spanish. She and her husband recently relocated to Ashland 
from Mt Shasta, where they live in a net-zero home.

Please stop by City Hall sometime and give Sandy a warm Talent welcome.  
She is excited to engage with residents and hear from folks about what they feel 
are priorities for Talent.

The Flash, which occupies the following two pages, is a publication of the City of Talent and is editorially separate from the rest of the Talent News 
and Review.  All content and editorial choices contained in the rest of the paper are the sole responsibility of the TNR and are not in any way  
associated with the City of Talent.  -JG

THE FLASH

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood

The Bee City: Call for 
Volunteers  

The Bee City USA Talent 
Subcommittee would like to have 
more volunteers.  We promote 
activities and education regarding 
our pollinators, certify pollinator 
gardens with the Talent Garden 
Club, and participate in the Harvest 
Festival Parade.  Our meeting 
time is the second Tuesday of the 
month from 4:00 to 6:00.  Please 
call for our meeting place.

For further details, contact:  
Dolly Warden   

dolly.warden17@gmail.com 
541-897-9965

49th Annual Harvest Festival
By Erin Zelinka  
Harvest Festival Committee
Did you know that the City of Talent’s The Harvest Festival will take place this 
year on Saturday, October 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Talent City Hall and the 
skate park. 
The day kicks off at 8 a.m. with a 5k/10k race organized by Southern Oregon 
Runners, with an award ceremony afterward at The Grotto. 
At 10 a.m., the Grand Parade will start down Main Street, featuring Grand 
Marshall Lester Naught. Les was the Public Works Superintendent for over 30 
years, and we want to celebrate his service! The theme of the parade this year 
is Harvest Dreams.
There will be something for everyone, with musical performances by Emily Turn-
er (10:45 a.m. - Noon), Slow Corpse (12:30 - 2 p.m.) and The Brothers Reed 
(2:30 - 4 p.m.) on the main stage.
In the beer and wine garden, Caldera Brewing Company and Paschal Winery 
will serve up local beverages, and local food carts will also be onsite.
Children’s entertainment will include an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
two-person joust, demonstrations by ScienceWorks, balloon creations by Ingalls’ 
balloons and more.
The Harvest Home section is back with apple pressing, hens, the Rogue Valley 
Weavers & Spinners, and children’s vendor booths with organic veggies from 
the generous Fry Family Farm
The arts are represented as well, with local artisans with items for sale and live 
plein air painting by local artist Jenay Elder.
Please join us for this free, family-friendly, zero-waste event, which would not be 
possible without our generous community partners:
Providence Health & Services, Recology Ashland, Avista, RH2 Engineering, 
Pacific Power, Medicap Pharmacy, State Farm Insurance Agent Brad Linnell, 
Fabricated Glass, Middleway Acupuncture & Herbs, Welburn Electric, The Grot-
to, and Debi Rappaport, LMT & JSJ Practitioner.

Department Update
By Chief Tim Doney
It is that time of year when people are taking vacations. The Talent Police 
Department (TPD) is offering some common-sense tips that may help you 
not fall victim to thieves and burglars when you are away. Please take a few 
moments to think about and implement a plan before leaving on vacation.

• Install good locks on doors and windows and use them;

• Make sure your residence looks occupied; utilize timers on lights, 
radios and/or televisions;

• Ask neighbors to watch your residence or ask TPD to perform vacation 
home checks while you are gone; call TPD at 541-535-1253 for more 
information on home checks conducted by volunteers;

• Notify the US Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx to hold deliveries while 
away or arrange for a neighbor or relative to pick up your mail and 
newspaper while you are gone;

• Have a neighbor place a garbage can at the street on the normal pick-
up date and return it;

• Do not announce your absence on personal answering machines or 
social media.

• 
Please contact us with any non-emergency questions and concerns at 541-
535-1253 and, of course, 911 for emergencies.
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Volunteer Serice  
Awards

The Volunteer Service Award will 
now be awarded on a quarterly 

basis hosted by the City of Talent. 
Nominate your favorite local 

volunteers at Talent City Hall or 
online at bit.ly/VSAnominatons. 

Election Schedule
The Jackson County General  

Election will take place on  
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Prospective candidates should 
keep the following timeline in mind:

Sept. 10, 2018: Last day to file 
candidate statements for voters’ 
pamphlet. 

Nov. 6, 2018: General Election 
Day.

For further details, visit   
www.cityoftalent.org/elections. 
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Are you interested in joining the City Council?

Applications are now open for City Council Seat 6, be a part of shaping 
the future of the City of Talent as the newest City Council member! 

The City of Talent is seeking applicants for an open City Council position. 
Normally, councilors are elected by voters, but in cases of unexpected 
vacancies, the current City Council appoints new members.

To quality, candidates must meet the following criteria:
1. Be a resident of Talent 
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Open Gallery at Talent City Hall

Step into the heart of Talent’s artistry at Open Gallery at Talent City Hall, 
an arts open house event hosted by the Talent Public Arts Committee on 
Sunday, March 10, from 12-3pm. This is your jumping off point to dive into 
our local art community!

Featuring the works of currently exhibiting artists Mitch Aragon (etched 
granite), Erin Carney Moline (collage), Elizabeth Schrey (photography), 
Jarrett Rex Davidson (sculpture), Bruce Bayard (sculpture), and Miles 

2. Be a registered voter
To apply, submit an application 

to the City Recorder in-person 
or via email (cityrecorder@
cityoftalent.org) by 5:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 13th, 2024. 
Applications are available by 
scanning the QR code below, at 
Talent City Hall, or online at www.
cityoftalent.org.

Candidate interviews will take 
place during the City Council’s 
regular meeting on Wednesday, March 20th, 2024, at 6:45 p.m.

For more information, contact Community Engagement Director Hector 
Flores at (541) 535-1566 x6 or email hflores@cityoftalent.org.

Frode (sculpture) in addition to a selection of 
work from past and future exhibiting artists. 
Attendees can chat with local creators as 
well as discover how to get involved in the 
art scene in Talent and explore opportunities 
to participate in this growing, vibrant arts 
community.

All ages and backgrounds are invited 
to come and enjoy the local art, meet the 
artists, and learn more about participating in 
the art community in Talent. Light refreshments will be served. To submit 
your own art for future showings in City Hall, scan the QR code or visit 
tinyurl.com/TPACsubmit. For more information as this event approaches, 
visit the Talent Public Arts Committee’s Facebook and Instagram pages @
TalentPAC. We can’t wait to see you there!

The City of Talent extends a warm welcome to Nick Schubert, our 
new Community Development Planner at City Hall. Nick brings valuable 
planning expertise and strong community connections, and we are thrilled 
to have him as part of our team! During Nick’s onboarding process at City 
Hall, we took the opportunity to ask him a few questions, answers below:

Tell us about yourself! 
I was born & raised right here in the Rogue Valley, I grew up in Jacksonville, 

& currently live in Medford. I attended Southern Oregon University & 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Studies with an 
Emphasis on Land Use Planning and a Minor in Geography. I moved to 
San Diego with my wife after graduating and decided to move back to the 
Rogue Valley as it is a better place to raise a family. 

Why did you choose to come to the City of Talent? 
I chose to come to the City of Talent because I grew up in a small historical 

town in southern Oregon (Jacksonville) and went to college locally in 
Ashland and thought it would be nice to get the best of both words here in 
Talent with its small-town historic atmosphere. I have previously worked 
for Jackson County in a rural land use setting and thought it would be a 
pleasure to work for a municipality in a smaller, more tight-knit community.

What is the best part of working in Talent? 
So far it has been a pleasure working here and I love the staff here at the 

city of Talent, everyone has been so accommodating and the community 
as well seems so vibrant. 

Anything you’d like to add? 
I am really looking forward to settling down and continuing my career as 

a planner here. 

City Welcomes New Community Development Planner 

Nick Schubert, our new Community Development Planner 
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Free Trees from Plant Oregon

City Seeking Public Input on Potential Additions to 
Chuck Roberts Park 

The Talent Parks and Recreation Commission is eager to hear from you 
regarding the potential revamp of the tennis courts at Chuck Roberts Park. As 
pickleball gains popularity nationwide, the City of Talent is considering adding 
pickleball courts to the current layout, which is currently set up for tennis.

We value your input and would greatly appreciate your feedback on this 
development. Please take a moment to complete a survey by scanning the 
QR code below and share your thoughts on what you would like to see at 

Spring into Recycling to be held on April 13, 2024  

Together for Talent is planning a recycling event for Spring 2024 on 
Saturday April 13, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.  Spring into Recycling will 
be held at the Talent City Hall parking lot, 110 East Main Street. All area 
residents are welcome. 

This will be a chance to off-load items you’ve been meaning to get rid of, 
but haven’t quite gotten around to.  What’s more, by recycling you won’t fill 
up garbage dumps and you’ll help out the rest of the community who can 
make good use of things you no longer need or want.

While we have not got a final list of what we’re able to take, we plan 
to take:

All clothing—shoes and accessories (such as purses, belts, bags, 
backpacks, wallets).  Also, household items such as kitchenware, 
small kitchen counter appliances, dish ware, pots & pans, etc.
Electronics—computer, laptops, tablets, printers & monitors, TVs, 
stereos & record players, toner cartridges, household batteries, 
Christmas lights, car stereo equipment, chargers, cable and wire, 
portable electronics, game consoles.
Adventure gear—camping equipment, bicycle and bicycle parts.
Metal—both ferrous and non-ferrous.

We look forward to seeing you in April and making this another fun 
opportunity to reduce waste and help reuse in the community.

For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Together 
for Talent Chair David Spinney at togetherfortalent@cityoftalent.org. 

Plant Oregon and the City of 
Talent are working together to offer 
approximately 20 Nordman Fir trees 
free of charge to residents. These 
trees are part of Plant Oregon’s 
live Christmas tree program, 
where residents enjoy a festive 
tree during the holiday season 
and then donate them afterward 
to be planted locally, promoting 
sustainability. Participation is free 
for local residents who are willing to 
water and maintain the tree. Please 
note that trees will be distributed on 
a first come, first served basis.

To request a tree, please contact the City Recorder at cityrecorder@
cityoftalent.org, providing contact information including name and address 
for planting location. The sign-up period is from March 1st to March 31st, 
with plantings to follow thereafter.

Chuck Roberts Park! The survey is 
also available on the city website 
by visiting www.cityoftalent.org. The 
survey will remain open until March 
29th, 2024. 

Your comments will help us 
better understand the community’s 
preferences. If you have suggestions 
regarding additional park amenities, 
please feel free to email the Parks 
and Recreation Commission at 
parks@cityoftalent.org. 


