
 
TURA REGULAR MEETING 

Agenda 
- Meeting held via Zoom – 

July 5th, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired or 
for other accommodations for persons with disabilities should be made at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting to 
the City Recorder at 541-535-1566, ext. 1012 or via email at cityrecorder@cityoftalent.org.  

 
TURA reserves the right to add or delete items as needed, change the order of the agenda, and discuss any other 
business deemed necessary at the time of the study session and/or meeting. Study Sessions, Regular and Special 
TURA meetings are being digitally recorded and will be available on the City website. 

 
Anyone wishing to speak on an agenda item will be given an opportunity to speak once the chair calls for speakers. 
Anyone commenting on a subject not on the agenda will be called upon during the “Speakers Heard on Non-
Agenda Items” section of the agenda. Comments pertaining to specific agenda items will be taken at the time the 
matter is discussed by the Board. 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
2. Speakers Heard on Non-Agenda Items 
Limited to 5 minutes or less per Board discretion 
 
3. Executive Session 

The Talent Urban Renewal Agency Board will meet in an executive session pursuant to 
ORS 192.660(2)(e) to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the governing 
body to negotiate real property transactions.  

4. Reconvening of Public Meeting and Report out 
 

5. Items from Executive Director  
 

6. Items from Chair or Agency Members 
 
7. Written Communication 
 
8. Adjournment 

This meeting will be held electronically via Zoom. There are two ways to join the meeting: 
 

1. You can join the meeting with your computer or smartphone using the following link and password: 

Meeting ID: 867 5262 8800 | Password: 947937   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86752628800?pwd=21-p9Ziky7nlsOF7PAe38orqnVrV9E.1 

2. You can join the meeting by landline phone or mobile phone by dialing +1 (669) 900-6833 and using 
the following information: 
 

Meeting ID: 867 5262 8800 | Password: 947937   

mailto:cityrecorder@cityoftalent.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86752628800?pwd=21-p9Ziky7nlsOF7PAe38orqnVrV9E.1


 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Monika <monikaj2002@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 12:10 PM 
To: Talent Oregon <Talent@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Fire District 5 Funding 
 
I want to voice my heartfelt opposition to redirecting funds from supporting Fire District 5 to use to 
build housing for the homeless.  
 
As a person that had to evacuate and still lives with constant fear about the ongoing wildfire problem I 
can’t understand how you would even consider not giving the firefighters every tool you possibly can to 
support the health and safety of all living  in our district. What good does it do to build more housing if 
the very protection of the property is not secure. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 



 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: talent@cityoftalent.org <talent@cityoftalent.org>  
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 1:28 PM 
To: Hector Flores <hflores@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Website Feedback 
 
Contact Us Reply Form 
 
From: Debbie Martin 
EmailAddress: debbie.s.martin@live.com 
Phone: 541-535-1645 
Subject: taking funds for Fire Dist 5  
Nature of Suggestion: Comments 
I would like an email response: yes 
 
Message:  
I am very concerned the city is considering taking funds from the fire district to use for building housing.  
I think this would be a very big mistake.  We have worked so hard to build up the fire department over 
several years. 
 
 

mailto:debbie.s.martin@live.com
mailto:debbie.s.martin@live.com


 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Matt Schmidt <matthewschmidt2@me.com>  
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 6:40 PM 
To: PublicTestimony <publictestimony@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Affordable housing funding 
 
Dear TURA members, 
 
I’ll be blunt and clear, your idea to fund affordable housing by robbing from Fire District 5 is an absolute 
abomination.  
I don’t disagree with the fact that we need more affordable housing, but to steal from FD5 is a slap in 
the face to those hard working heroes who saved many of our lives and property less than two years 
ago. Taking from them will not only hurt our public and life safety, it will also leave a stain on our town’s 
and TRUA’s relationship with other agencies in our community, especially those who serve and protect 
us.  
I strongly recommend you find other funding without raising taxes, or not move forward with your 
agenda at all Thanks, Matt Schmidt  
 



Written Correspondence via TURA Website (Host Wix) 

6/30/2022 

Sandra Martineau 
MESSAGE 

Sorry but Are you out of your minds???? After the Almeda Fire you want to take $17M from Fire District 
5? And spend it on what??? The ONLY reason Candlewood 55+ park didn't catch fire is the incredible 
work the fire departments did and a handful of guys watching as it took out the field across the street 
from us. Had they not been there (oh say...$17m in budget cuts preventing enough staffing?) when a 
fence between two homes caught fire from wind blown embers which eventually came about 2 inches 
from catching a home on fire after destroying a shed and the whole area between two homes, we would 
have had another mobile home park gone. You guys need to realize the differences between wants, 
dreams, needs and patience. Good things take time....they don't go well stealing from Peter to pay Paul. 
I'm appalled you would even consider this. With respect, Sandra Martineau 
EMAIL 

we2katz@gmail.com 
PHONE 

541-414-8415 

 



Written Correspondence via TURA Website (Host Wix) 

4/27/2022 
NAME 

Christopher Luz 
MESSAGE 

Revised From Chris Luz – Public comment at the 4/27/2022 Urban Renewal Open House I attended the 
March 16 urban renewal meeting where Elaine Howard spoke about assisting over 100 urban renewal 
agencies but none with a fire disaster area. It is my understanding that: - You may select January 2021 as 
the “frozen base date” and - That the proposed urban renewal area overlaps much of the burn scar area 
and - That Tiberius Solutions did the UR growth rate projections using a rate of 7.2%, again that is 7.2% 
projection. Elaine also mentioned that every dollar of tax is important to the overlapping taxing districts 
who lose funds like Fire District 5 and Jackson County and she mentioned that we did not want to hide 
the growth rate. The growth rate projection of 7.2% is my major concern with what is going on with the 
urban renewal agency. I believe that it is not only 5% or 10% off the mark but 100s of percent off the 
mark. I’m going to tell you why with some numbers. Jordan alluded to this situation at the last meeting. 
What we are looking at is a proposed urban renewal district area that was destroyed by the fire. When 
the fire came through it destroyed many homes (and businesses). When the home gets destroyed the 
assessed value of the tax lot dramatically decreases because it is just a blank tax lot. Subsequently you 
will see a dramatic increase in the taxes from that tax lot once a home is re-built especially in today’s 
market because the new home value and assessed value will be much much greater than it was before 
the fire. I looked at a number of tax lots in Talent’s burn scar area to get an idea as to how we can project 
a scenario that I am about to tell you about to the rest of the proposed urban renewal area. I looked at: 
477 Arnos Assed Value $64,530 Tax = $1,029 455 Arnos Assed Value $76,000 Tax = $1,213 609 Talent 
Assed Value $87,000 Tax = $1,388 302 Rapp Assed Value $69,990 Tax = $1,116 These addresses all had 
homes on tax lots that were destroyed by the fire and the assessed value dropped dramatically as did 
the taxes. The Average Assed Value = $73,000 and the Average Tax = $1,186 When you add a home to 
those lots, they are building homes on those lots now, you are going to see a dramatic increases in the 
taxes. If you look at a couple of homes in Talent on Summer Lane with values of $300,000 to $381,000 
the taxes are $5,000 to $6,000. 1660 Summer Lane AV = $304,000, $4,849 Tax 1612 Summer Lane AV = 
$381,000 $6,091 Tax So given this scenario (Empty tax lot adding a new home) you could see taxes go 
from $1,186 up to $5,000 or $6,000 which is a 500% to 600% increase. The exact numbers are not that 
important. What is important is to recognize the dramatic increase that comes off of those properties 
after a home is added to them. The same quick and dramatic increase in tax scenario will take place on 
hundreds of Talent tax lots. If you take a 500% increase in value and bring that over the 30 year urban 
renewal plan lifespan that’s 17% per year in the simplest of terms. Add the 3% growth rate and you are 
at a 20% growth rate, not 7.2%. The 7.2% versus 20% is a 300% discrepancy. Maybe I am missing 
something but I would love to have Elaine Howard or Jon Legarza address this. The dramatic increase in 
taxes will flow to the Urban Renewal district and away from the overlapping taxing districts based on a 
frozen base date of January 2021 because that’s frozen base rate based on just raw land. Burn scar - 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/9c9c796ff7ff44c0b1e5d21f2d71c9fb Proposed UR district 
Boundary - 
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/e4da0f_ce98b9eabc8a4c7fa3746e257069cafc~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_
817,h_630,al_c,q_90,usm_0.66_1.00_0.01,enc_auto/Picture2.png ---------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------ There were hundreds of assessed structures in 
Talent that were destroyed during the Almeda fire. Most of these properties have been “gerrymandered” 
into the proposed UR district. These properties assessed value and assessed taxes as of the frozen base 
date are dramatically lower than before the fire. Elain Howard mentioned that UR funds (TIF) grows 
slowly in the early years of a new UR district and that the impacts on overlapping tax districts is minimal 
during the early years. Just the opposite appears to be the case with the new proposed UR district 
because of the large amount of destroyed properties that have been “gerrymandered” into the proposed 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/9c9c796ff7ff44c0b1e5d21f2d71c9fb
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/9c9c796ff7ff44c0b1e5d21f2d71c9fb
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/e4da0f_ce98b9eabc8a4c7fa3746e257069cafc%7Emv2.png/v1/fill/w_817,h_630,al_c,q_90,usm_0.66_1.00_0.01,enc_auto/Picture2.png
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/e4da0f_ce98b9eabc8a4c7fa3746e257069cafc%7Emv2.png/v1/fill/w_817,h_630,al_c,q_90,usm_0.66_1.00_0.01,enc_auto/Picture2.png


UR district. Info distributed about the financial impacts of the proposed UR plan appear to be very 
misleading. What is the actual effect on overlapping tax districts? What is the actual effect on Talent’s 
General Fund? There needs to be an independent analysis of the projections. New/accurate projections 
must be prepared for the public? A public hearing needs to be held after the projections are corrected. 
Thank You in advance for reviewing the information provided and for contacting me with your valued 
opinion. Chris Luz - 541-261-3139 
EMAIL 

chrisluz777@yahoo.com 
PHONE 

5412613139 

 



 
From: Cary Halligan <lizhalligan23@icloud.com>  
Sent: Sunday, July 3, 2022 9:14 AM 
To: Hector Flores <hflores@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Urban renewal 
 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 



 
 
From: Dave and Gina Heckley <heckley@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 5, 2022 2:46 PM 
To: Talent City Council <TalentCC@cityoftalent.org>; PublicTestimony 
<publictestimony@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: TURA comments 
 
We are completely opposed to the formation of the new TURA. After the disastrous 
Almeda fire that destroyed 2800 homes in our area the idea of taking funds from Fire 
District 5 to fund housing proposals seems very unwise. We own 7 rental properties in 
Talent and lost four of them in the Almeda fire and have just completed the rebuilding of 
our properties. There has to be a better way to secure funding without taking funds from 
Fire District 5. And an increase in property taxes is not a favorable option. Please put 
these comments in the public testimony. 
Thank you, 
David & Gina Heckley 
135 Morninglight Dr. 
Ashland,Or. 97520 
 

 
David and Gina Heckley 
MorningLight Properties 
Ashland, Oregon 
541-488-9717  
541-890-0729 cell 
heckley@yahoo.com 
www.MorningLight-Properties.com 

 
 
 

mailto:heckley@yahoo.com
mailto:heckley@yahoo.com
http://www.morninglight-properties.com/
http://www.morninglight-properties.com/
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