
WHY DID YOU RECEIVE THIS REPORT? 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has rules that 
require drinking water systems to provide water quality 
information to their customers annually. This report provides 
the water quality testing results and explanation of these 
results for the year 2019. Aside from the requirements of the 
EPA, It is important to us that our customers are made aware 
of, and understand these results. This report is presented 
while following set guidelines, and might seem technical 
in nature, but if you have questions that are not answered 
please see the section of this report that lists contacts of 
those who could provide additional information to you. 
This report is being provided by The City of Talent, and will 
reference information from the two sources of our drinking 
water, Medford Water Commission, and City of Ashland. 

WHAT CONTAMINANTS MIGHT BE PRESENT 

The source of drinking water (both tap water and bottled 
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs 
and wells. As water travels over the surface of land or through 
the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in 
some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances 
resulting from the presence of animals or human activity. 
The contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
• Microbial contaminants - such as viruses and bacteria
which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic tanks,
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
• Inorganic contaminants - such as salts and metals, which
can be naturally-occurring or result from urban storm water
runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharge, oil and
gas production, mining, or farming.
• Pesticides and herbicides - which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban storrr] water runoff, and
residential uses.
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• Organic chemical contaminants - including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial 
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from 
gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems. 
• Radioactive contaminants - which can be naturally-occurring
or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities. 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA 
prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. 
Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for 
contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same 
protection for public health. 
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