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From the Mayor’s Office

Talent Council has been on a good long search 
to find a new City Manager who will lead the fine 
team at City Hall, managing excellent essential 
services and leading our goals into reality.  Time 
and effort has gone into a critical change in 
leadership, because we know the next 5 to 10 
years will be challenging and, in some ways, 
transformative for Talent.  We are pleased to 
have found a leader who will bring “good fit” 
experiences, skills and professional values, that 
will give Talent an edge into our next years.  Our 

search concluded in August; hiring Sandra Spelliscy to join the Talent team in 
pursuit of a new level of excellence!

Sandy comes from a background in rural, small town government, having 
served a four-year term as a member of the Mt. Shasta, California City Council. 
She is experienced in municipal planning and land use, having spent five years 
as a city planning commissioner. She grew up and attended college in southern 
California and earned a law degree at the University of California, Davis, which 
led to a decades-long career as an environmental professional and non-profit 
administrator, mostly in and around the state capitol in Sacramento. Sandy loves 
to travel and has lived abroad in Mexico, France, and Nicaragua. She speaks 
(almost) fluent Spanish. She and her husband recently relocated to Ashland 
from Mt Shasta, where they live in a net-zero home.

Please stop by City Hall sometime and give Sandy a warm Talent welcome.  
She is excited to engage with residents and hear from folks about what they feel 
are priorities for Talent.

The Flash, which occupies the following two pages, is a publication of the City of Talent and is editorially separate from the rest of the Talent News 
and Review.  All content and editorial choices contained in the rest of the paper are the sole responsibility of the TNR and are not in any way  
associated with the City of Talent.  -JG

THE FLASH

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood

The Bee City: Call for 
Volunteers  

The Bee City USA Talent 
Subcommittee would like to have 
more volunteers.  We promote 
activities and education regarding 
our pollinators, certify pollinator 
gardens with the Talent Garden 
Club, and participate in the Harvest 
Festival Parade.  Our meeting 
time is the second Tuesday of the 
month from 4:00 to 6:00.  Please 
call for our meeting place.

For further details, contact:  
Dolly Warden   

dolly.warden17@gmail.com 
541-897-9965

49th Annual Harvest Festival
By Erin Zelinka  
Harvest Festival Committee
Did you know that the City of Talent’s The Harvest Festival will take place this 
year on Saturday, October 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Talent City Hall and the 
skate park. 
The day kicks off at 8 a.m. with a 5k/10k race organized by Southern Oregon 
Runners, with an award ceremony afterward at The Grotto. 
At 10 a.m., the Grand Parade will start down Main Street, featuring Grand 
Marshall Lester Naught. Les was the Public Works Superintendent for over 30 
years, and we want to celebrate his service! The theme of the parade this year 
is Harvest Dreams.
There will be something for everyone, with musical performances by Emily Turn-
er (10:45 a.m. - Noon), Slow Corpse (12:30 - 2 p.m.) and The Brothers Reed 
(2:30 - 4 p.m.) on the main stage.
In the beer and wine garden, Caldera Brewing Company and Paschal Winery 
will serve up local beverages, and local food carts will also be onsite.
Children’s entertainment will include an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
two-person joust, demonstrations by ScienceWorks, balloon creations by Ingalls’ 
balloons and more.
The Harvest Home section is back with apple pressing, hens, the Rogue Valley 
Weavers & Spinners, and children’s vendor booths with organic veggies from 
the generous Fry Family Farm
The arts are represented as well, with local artisans with items for sale and live 
plein air painting by local artist Jenay Elder.
Please join us for this free, family-friendly, zero-waste event, which would not be 
possible without our generous community partners:
Providence Health & Services, Recology Ashland, Avista, RH2 Engineering, 
Pacific Power, Medicap Pharmacy, State Farm Insurance Agent Brad Linnell, 
Fabricated Glass, Middleway Acupuncture & Herbs, Welburn Electric, The Grot-
to, and Debi Rappaport, LMT & JSJ Practitioner.

Department Update
By Chief Tim Doney
It is that time of year when people are taking vacations. The Talent Police 
Department (TPD) is offering some common-sense tips that may help you 
not fall victim to thieves and burglars when you are away. Please take a few 
moments to think about and implement a plan before leaving on vacation.

• Install good locks on doors and windows and use them;

• Make sure your residence looks occupied; utilize timers on lights, 
radios and/or televisions;

• Ask neighbors to watch your residence or ask TPD to perform vacation 
home checks while you are gone; call TPD at 541-535-1253 for more 
information on home checks conducted by volunteers;

• Notify the US Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx to hold deliveries while 
away or arrange for a neighbor or relative to pick up your mail and 
newspaper while you are gone;

• Have a neighbor place a garbage can at the street on the normal pick-
up date and return it;

• Do not announce your absence on personal answering machines or 
social media.

• 
Please contact us with any non-emergency questions and concerns at 541-
535-1253 and, of course, 911 for emergencies.
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Volunteer Serice  
Awards

The Volunteer Service Award will 
now be awarded on a quarterly 

basis hosted by the City of Talent. 
Nominate your favorite local 

volunteers at Talent City Hall or 
online at bit.ly/VSAnominatons. 

Election Schedule
The Jackson County General  

Election will take place on  
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Prospective candidates should 
keep the following timeline in mind:

Sept. 10, 2018: Last day to file 
candidate statements for voters’ 
pamphlet. 

Nov. 6, 2018: General Election 
Day.

For further details, visit   
www.cityoftalent.org/elections. 
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From the Mayor’s Office
Three major updates are underway in 

Talent. These long range plans are scheduled 
for consideration over the course of the next 
few months. ALL will have a public hearing. 
Council meetings are the first and third 
Wednesdays at Town Hall, 206 E Main at 
6:45PM.

The proposed Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP) for the City of Talent is in the discussion 
phase. This 5 year, $7.7M proposal will be 
to plan for capital projects. Funds for such 
projects can often be project specified, i.e. 

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood
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transportation funds can only be spent on streets etc... If you have 
suggestions, please see a draft on the city website at www.cityoftalent.
org and either email or join us at the September meetings.  

The proposed Parks Master plan is scheduled to come before the Talent 
City Council for adoption during the September City Council meeting on 
9/4/19, and if continued 9/18/19. This 20 year Master Plan will guide 
parks development for future development, maintenance, expansions, 
amenities and a proposed new park. The proposed Master Plan is posted 
on the city website.

The proposed zoning code update could substantially change density 
for nearly every property in Talent. The proposed plan is currently before 
Planning Commission for recommendation; coming to a Council meeting 
soon. 

 We love to see our community turn out for these hearings. Please 
visit our website. Agendas are posted online, and on the bulletin boards 
in front of City Hall and Town Hall. Talent is better when residents get 
involved!

Bear Creek Stewardship Day
The Bear Creek watershed is the most urbanized area in southern Oregon. It is also one of the most 

water quality limited streams in Oregon. Urban runoff, low summer stream flows, and high summer water 
temperatures contribute to the poor water quality. 

Bear Creek is also an important fish bearing stream with Chinook and Coho salmon and steelhead trout. 
Local communities in the Bear Creek Watershed and the rest of the Rogue Basin are working together to 
improve watershed conditions and protect areas that provide key functions for people, wildlife, fish, and other 
species.  Most work being completed by the communities is being driven by regulations (the Clean Water 
Act and the Endangered Species Act), to improve water quality, to maintain recreational access, to protect 
riparian areas, to provide habitat for fish and wildlife, and other reasons. 

On September 28, 2019 from 9 AM-12 PM, many of our communities are teaming up with SOLVE and Bear 
Creek Stewards to help keep our streams healthy in a different way; by removing weeds and litter.  SOLVE 
(Stop Oregon Litter and Vandalism) is a non-profit organization that brings together individuals, business 
groups, and service and conservation groups through volunteering and education to restore our natural 
spaces and take good care of this great state of which we are all so proud. 

Join thousands of volunteers across the state on September 28, 2019 as we support the health of our public 
waterways and natural areas and clean up litter from source to sea! This cleanup event is creating a local 
community based investment in keeping the Bear Creek corridor clean and keeping trash out of the stream. 

Location: Wagner Creek Park (parking around the corner on Louis J St.) 
Time: 9 AM to Noon, September 28, 2019 
Snacks will be provided at the registration/check-in booths. 

To register online for this event, visit www.bearcreekstewards.org by September 27, 2019.  Registration 
on site the day of the event is also available.  For more information about the clean-up at Wagner Creek 
Park in Talent, please contact Zac Moody, Community Development Director at 541-535-7401 or by email at 
zmoody@cityoftalent.org. 

More Festival Information:
Join the Southern Oregon Runner at the 
Pancake Breakfast from 8 am to 10:30 
am at the Community Center.

Please help us reach our Striving for Zero 
Waste Goals!

•  Bring your reusable water bottle. There 
will be a water re-fill station located next 
to City Hall.

•  Make sure to use the Waste Stations to 
dispose of your compostables, recyclable 
& other waste.

•  Bring your own reusable tote bag to car-
ry all the goodies you get at the festival.

If you are looking for volunteer opportu-
nities, please contact us at harvestfes-
tival@cityoftalent.org. Volunteers will 
be entered into a drawing for awesome 
prizes!
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Commission & Committee Openings:

Together for Talent
Want a voice in your city’s affairs? Join Together for Talent, a city com-

mittee. Up to five seats available! Be a recommending body to the City 
Council. Funding is available for ways to improve the city. Participate in 
meaningful projects in our community.

 Meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month from 4 - 6 pm at the 
Old Town Hall.

 
Planning Commission
The Planning Commission is made up of 7 commissioners each serv-

ing a 4-year term.  The Commission is responsible for community plan-
ning and development review related to all land use issues as specified 
in City Codes and State law. They meets once a month or more as need-
ed. Members participate in the development of the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan, Zoning and Land Division Codes.

 
Meeting are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 PM at the 

Old Town Hall.
 
* The deadline for Planning Commission applications is September 16, 

2019 at 5 PM.
 
If you are interested, please contact the City Recorder at 541-941-

5939 or at gciprazo@cityoftalent.org

Taking Charge: What to Do with 
E-Waste and Batteries

Is that old laptop gathering dust on your shelf? What about that box 
of old AAAs? Can you recycle that cell phone? If you have any of these 
questions or are wondering about other types of batteries and end-of-
life electronics, keep reading! 

Did you know that in 2009 the EPA estimated around 2.37 million tons 
of end-of-life electronics (think old monitors, phones, printers, etc.) were 
discarded, with only 25% of that amount being properly recycled? The 
great news is Recology Ashland has a recycling option for e-waste, and 
a safe disposal recommendation for batteries!

If you’re ready to get rid of those old electronics, you can take up 
to 7 of them per day to the Recology Valley View Transfer Station for 
free! What happens to the items once they’re dropped off? They get 
responsibly repurposed into raw materials which are then used to 
make new products! For more info about electronic waste, you can 
visit Recology Ashland’s E-Waste webpage at https://www.recology.
com/recology-ashland/electronic-universal-waste/. Cell phones can be 
dropped off at the Recology office on Oak St. in Ashland!

What about those pesky dead batteries? Car batteries are also 
accepted at Valley View Transfer Station. Alkaline batteries can be 
taken to Ace Hardware on A Street in Ashland for a small fee per pound. 
You can also take your rechargeable batteries to Ace Hardware for free! 
It’s important that we make an effort to divert e-waste and batteries from 
getting dumped in the trash!

Let’s work hard to keep our environment and our neighbors safe, and 
remember: when it comes to safe recycling and disposal of electronics 
and batteries— you’re in charge!

The Talent Zero Waste Team is a group passionate about waste 
reduction. This group strives to inspire and foster a community without 
waste in Talent. We meet every 3rd Thursday of the month at 2:30 PM 
in the Talent Public Library. The next two meetings will be on September 
19th and November 21st. Please join us as we develop educational 
material, sponsor reuse and recycling events, and promote zero waste 
at City-sponsored events. 

Offering a carefully curated selection of new 
and used vinyl records and botanical goods

We pay cash for your records! Any size collection. Call for an appointment. 

 Located in Downtown Talent just a few miles north of Ashland. 

We stock a carefully curated selection of new and used 
vinyl records and goods. New arrivals daily!

Mirna Silva  
541.301.1860

mirna.affordablehouseclean@gmail.com

Experienced Quality
Insured

License # 0322929

PO Box 1053
Phoenix, OR 97535

AFFORDABLE 

HOUSE 

CLEANING

NEW CLIENT
SPECIAL
10% OFF

SHEPHERD
GOTFRIDGROUP

Relocating to Southern Oregon, or looking for a new 
home to meet your changing lifestyle?

We can help.

ashlandmedfordre.com

DAN SHEPHERD
541-941-3533
ERIC GOTFRID
541-499-8569


