
Cover Letter/Communication to Recipients of the Talent Gateway RFEI: 
 
Enclosed please find the Request for Expressions of Interest (RFEI) for the “Talent Gateway” site, a 4.23 
acre property located at the corner of West Valley View Road and Highway 99, at the eastern gateway 
to historic Downtown Talent, Oregon.  The Talent Urban Renewal Agency (TURA) recently acquired the 
three lots which comprise the property, with the intention of soliciting a development team to acquire 
and redevelop this important property with a new mixed use project that helps to catalyze the 
revitalization of Downtown Talent. 
  
I hope you will seriously consider responding to this unique opportunity. Talent – and particularly its 
Downtown – is in the midst of dramatic change.  Its real estate market is resilient and growing, there is a 
strong demand for a variety of residential and commercial options, and the TURA Board is prepared to 
work in close partnership with the selected to developer to create a project of which Talent’s residents 
will long be proud. 
  
The attached RFEI sets forth the selection process and criteria which the TURA Board will use to evaluate 
responses.  The TURA Board is energized about the potential of the Gateway site to brand Talent as a 
unique place, a great place to live, work, and create.  The residents of Talent are proud of many aspects 
of their City, aspects which will inform the City’s work with the selected developer to articulate a 
development program and design features for the site: 
  

         Talent is committed to innovation and entrepreneurship.  Many residents are excited 
about the possibility of a makerspace or similar use as an integral expression of that 
commitment. 

         Talent is known as the second “Bee City USA” in the country, which might inform 
landscaping features of the Gateway site. 

         Talent has adopted a Clean Energy Action Plan, and residents have an expectation 
that the Gateway project will incorporate a variety of energy efficient, renewable 
energy, and other environmentally sustainable features. 

         Talent loves to celebrate – events like the Grape Fair, the Harvest Festival, the Day of 
the Dead Race & Celebration, and the summer-time Friday evening market are very 
popular. 

         Downtown Talent boasts a number of charming, older structures – and there is a 
desire that new buildings in the Gateway site respect that historic character. 

         The residents of Talent seek a Downtown in which art, beauty and open space adorn 
their City and reflect the natural beauty which surrounds them. 

  
These are a few of the thoughts that have resonated in community workshops for the Gateway site. 
 


