




















From: Zac Moody
To: "Garry Hood"
Subject: RE: Truck stop sound wall
Date: Thursday, September 07, 2017 12:38:00 PM

Mr. Hood,
 
Thank you for taking the time to do some research on the construction of a wall in Wagner Creek. 
Section 8-3H.220 (C)(1)(b) of the Talent Zoning Code addresses the types of development allowed in
the Floodway.  A strict interpretation of this section of the ordinance would not allow the
construction of a wall within the floodway.  Additionally, Section 8-5.150(G) states the following:
 
G.           Floodways  Located within areas of special flood hazard established in 8-5.130B are areas

designated as floodways.  Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the
velocity of flood waters which carry debris, potential projectiles, and erosion potential,
the following provisions apply:

 
1.            No new or replacement structures or substantial improvements are allowed

within thirty-five (35) feet of the floodway, as established in 8-3H.2.  In addition,
8-3H.2 establishes wetland and riparian area setbacks that may be stricter than
the floodway setback in some cases.  A structure existing within 35 feet of a
floodway is a non-conforming structure, and no expansion or substantial
improvement of a non-conforming structure is allowed, as established in 8-3M.2.
 

As a means of address sound, light and noise pollution, the Talent Zoning Code requires that all
commercially and industrially zoned areas adjacent to a conflicting land use zone (which this is not,
since the adjacent property is also zoned Commercial – Highway (CH)) provide a buffer consistent
with Section 8-3J.450(A) of the Talent Zoning Code which states:
 
A.            Commercial and Industrial Transition Buffers.  The following standards shall be
considered during any land use review that include commercial or industrial uses adjacent to a
residential use. 

1.            The buffer shall be sufficient to protect the intent of the adjacent zone or the
integrity of the incompatible use.

2.            The type of buffer shall be considered in relation to existing and future land use,
the degree of conflict between adjacent uses, and the amount of permanence desired.

3.            Buffers may consist of spatial separation, physical barriers, landscaping, and
natural topography or other features.   In the case that a proposed building is
directly adjacent to the required setbacks, a fence or wall is not an appropriate
buffer and a Section (b) below shall be required.
a.            When a fence or wall is being proposed as a buffer it shall be sight-

obscuring.  In order to be “sight-obscuring”, fences and walls must be at
least 75 percent opaque when viewed from any angle at a point 25 feet
away from the fence or wall.

b.            Hedges shall be of an evergreen species which will meet and maintain
year-round 75 percent opacity.  Opacity shall be obtained within three (3) years of
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planting. 
c.             Creative use of deciduous hedge materials may be proposed to provide

screening in conjunction with wider planting areas.  Deciduous hedges
may be approved on a case by case basis at the discretion of the
Community Development Director or Planning Commission. 

 
Hopefully, these sections of regulations I have provided help shed some light on the decision making
process and why a wall as a buffer was not recommended as a condition by Staff.  Please feel free to
contact me with any additional questions you may have. 
 
Thank you,
 
Zac
 
 
Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540
 
Office:  541-535-7401
http://www.cityoftalent.org
 
From: Garry Hood [mailto:hoodinbox@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 01, 2017 11:12 AM
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Truck stop sound wall
 
Hi Zac,
After attending the recent meeting regarding the Truck stop, I did some research online and read
that a sound barrier wall is allowed in a floodway, provided that it is a staggered wall. Presumably
the gaps afforded by staggered sections allows the flood water to flow through.
 
Would such a staggered wall be allowed in the floodway at the truck stop location? Or on the
adjacent city property or residence property?
 
If so, are there restrictions on materials and height? Concrete or concrete block wall sections? Wood
frame with wire mesh and stucco? Vinyl? etc.
 
Also do you have a contact number or email for the applicant? 
 
Any feedback would be appreciated.
 
Regards,



Garry Hood
211 Christopher Way
Talent, OR 97540
541-326-5539



From: Zac Moody
To: "David Sours"
Cc: Felicia Hazel; Stephanie Dolan; Councilor Harrison; Dave Pastizzo
Subject: RE: Proposal for Truck Center
Date: Thursday, September 07, 2017 10:04:00 AM

Mr. Sours,
 
Thank you for taking the time to provide Staff with the concerns that were raised at your meeting.  I

will provide this information to the Planning Commission when they meet again on September 28th. 
In regards to your request for more time to review the application, you will need to make that
request to the Planning Commission during the next hearing.   The Commission can hear requests to
keep the hearing or the written record open once the hearing begins.   One thing to keep in mind
though, is that the City is obligated by ORS 227.178 (Final action on certain applications required
within 120 days) to make a final decision on the land use decision within 120 days from the date the
application was deemed complete.  The application was deemed complete on 7/27/17, therefore a
final decision, including a decision by a Hearings Officer for any appeals must be made by 11/24/17
to avoid circuit court litigation (Writ of Mandamus). 
 
Noticing for this application was also in accordance with State Law.  The City published a notice in
the Mail Tribune 20 days prior to the hearing as well as sent notices to all affected neighbors within
250 feet of the subject parcel.  Additionally, two public hearing notice signs were placed on the
property more than 20 days before the first evidentiary hearing.  All of the information used to make
the recommendation is available on the City’s website, including agency and public comment. 
Alternatively, if you would like to view the application in person, the file is available for review
Monday – Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
 
File Location on City’s Website:   http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121
 
If you have any other questions about the process or the State Statues that govern how decisions
must be made, I am available either by email or by appointment.  Please feel free to contact me with
any other questions you may have.
 
Thanks,
 
Zac
 
Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540
 
Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org
 
From: David Sours [mailto:dbsours3@gmail.com] 

mailto:dbsours3@gmail.com
mailto:feliciahaz@msn.com
mailto:stephjd@mac.com
mailto:Councilor4@cityoftalent.org
mailto:dpastizzo@volcano.net
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors227.html
http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


Sent: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 8:06 PM
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Proposal for Truck Center
 
 
 
Sept. 6, 2017
 
 
Dear Mr. Moody,
 
I just attended a meeting of homeowners in Oak Valley about the proposed truck center.  As
you can imagine, there are a number of questions and concerns arising from the proposal.  I'm
attaching a photo of just some of the concerns that came up.
 
I understand this project is to be discussed and decided at the Sept. 28th meeting of the
Planning Commission.  Because this project--with an anticipated 80 trucks per day--is much
more substantial than the truckstop that once occupied this location--it would seem prudent to
allow time for residents, the City, and developers to discuss neighborhood concerns.  I'm
confident that there is a solution that will be mutually satisfactory for all stakeholders.  
 
At the same time, I do not think that solution is possible in the three weeks we have in the
current project timeline.  At our meeting tonight, we agreed that 120 days would help ensure
that there is sufficient time for neighborhood concerns to be aired and thoroughly considered.  
 
Accordingly, I respectfully request that the Planning Commission extend the timeline for
making a decision on the truckstop, preferably to 120 days.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Best regards,
David Sours
 





From: Joan Dean
To: Zac Moody; Mayor Stricker
Cc: Tom Corrigan
Subject: truck stop
Date: Thursday, September 07, 2017 3:30:49 PM

Dear Mayor, Community Development Director and Planning Commission Members,
 
I support the sentiments in David Sour’s letter asking for an extension of time to consider the
proposed Truck Stop on Valley View.
 
Still restricted by foot surgery problems my attendance at the Oak Valley meeting Wednesday
evening was my first contact with a view of the project plans.  I listened to residents express
their concerns and  by the end of the evening I had major concerns about the project.
 
Considering that the Valley View freeway exit is one of the main entrances to the City of
Talent I do not find the idea of hundreds of trucks pulling in and out of a truck stop as an
attractive addition to that entrance.  How will our small interchange handle that traffic?  The
city put money into the placement of attractive street lighting and sidewalks and has
considered various alternatives to making the Valley View entrance attractive.  This proposal
just doesn’t meet that criteria.
 
There are many more concerns of nearby residents that involve noise, traffic congestion and
the environment.  However, I would ask that the Planning Commission consider the entire
projects impact on the City of Talent.
 
The City’s property along the creek  behind the Oak Valley complex has been mentioned as a
possible bird sanctuary with entrances from Valley View.   What effect would all this traffic
have on the riparian area?
 
Please take a longer view of the impact of the Truck Stop on The City of Talent’s image and
livability.
 
Thank you,
 
Joan Dean
231 Christopher Way
Talent, OR 97540

mailto:joandean@charter.net
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org
mailto:Mayor@cityoftalent.org
mailto:TCorrigan@cityoftalent.org


From: Kathleen Finnegan
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Talent Travel Center
Date: Sunday, September 10, 2017 10:04:59 AM
Attachments: Concerns Truck stop.docx

Dear Mr. Moody,  

Please see the attached concerns regarding the Travel Center Proposal on West Valley View Road.  This is not a
complete list.  We are extremely concerned about our property values and our ability to live a healthy life style in
our otherwise quiet and peaceful community.  When the FEW people received notification about this plan they were
not told of how big the proposal was and understood it to be similar to the previous truck stop.

This, of course, is not the case.  The plan for fueling stations just a stones throw away from people’s bedroom
windows is very depressing.  I am shocked and greatly disappointed that the City of Talent shows no concerns for
the neighboring residents. 

I believe there can be adjustments to the plan that will reduce the dreadful noise and cancer causing diesel fumes for
a vulnerable community.  That being said, it’s a bad place for a truck stop and will introduce several negative
elements to our community.

Regards,

Kathleen Finnegan, Talent resident.
541 488-2926

mailto:kefinn3@icloud.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org

TRAVEL CENTER CONCERNS



Only a few of the residents of our senior community were directly notified by the city and were not made aware of the size of the proposed operation.



1.	Safety: 

fire, flood, earthquake

RIGHT next to a senior residential community.



2.	Pollution (The EPA had not yet responded as of the Planning Department Meeting on August 24th)

	Up against Bear Creek and Wagner Creek, wetland 

Diesel fuel particles and the effect on seniors

increase in electrical energy.



3.	Traffic back ups and access to emergency vehicles 

(The city is planning to reduce W Valley View Rd to 2 lanes with turn lanes.)



4.	Noise/bright lights … outside of bedrooms … the effects on health/wellbeing.



5.	Power grid (access to power)



6.	Law enforcement   Introducing an element travelers and homeless that will cause an increase

Look at the raw data … including statistics of crime increasing and how to enforce the Oregon law that trucks cannot idle more than 5 minutes in one hour.  



7.	WILD LIFE … The city wanted there to be a wild life sanctuary 

In the wetland area.  
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From: Zac Moody
To: "Garry Hood"
Bcc: Tom Corrigan
Subject: RE: Truckstop floodway structure FEMA requirements
Date: Friday, September 08, 2017 1:45:00 PM

Mr. Hood,
 
Thank you again for your comments and providing Staff with your concerns.  As I mentioned in my
previous email, I will forward these concerns to the Planning Commission for their consideration. 
We must keep in mind however, that the City can only apply regulations that are applicable to the
proposed use.  In the proposed Planning Commission Final Order, staff addressed the buffering
criteria and determined that exiting, mature vegetated buffer is adequate for the proposed use. 
Keeping in mind that the use is not changing, nor is it expanding the City is limited in what it can
require.  The existing buffer is substantially larger than any buffer the City could require if no buffer
existed.  Additionally, Wagner Creek is an essential salmonid habitat and modification near or within
the creek channel is regulated by the Department of State Lands as well as the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and as such would require approval from
those agencies. These agencies do not typically encourage this type of development within an
existing waterway. 
 
Considering that the existing buffer meets the standards of the Talent Zoning Code, making
unnecessary changes to the flow of Wagner Creek counters all of the proposed onsite improvements
intended to protect the environment.  It is also important to understand that the use of the property
as a truck stop is by right.  This means that because the property is currently used as a Truck Stop, it
could be used in its current state without any land use review.  The proposed plan is currently being
reviewed by the Planning Commission  to ensure that the proposed redevelopment plan is
consistent with the applicable provisions of the zoning code.  These provisions include Parking,
Stormwater Management, Access Management and Riparian protection.   
 
I will be addressing each comment that has been submitted in more detail in the Staff Report to the
Planning Commission for the next meeting.  In the meantime, if any more questions arise, please
email them to me so that I can include them in the record and they can be address accordingly.
 
Thank you,
 
Zac
 
Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540
 
Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org
 

mailto:hoodinbox@gmail.com
mailto:TCorrigan@cityoftalent.org
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


From: Garry Hood [mailto:hoodinbox@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 12:20 PM
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Truckstop floodway structure FEMA requirements
 
Hi Zac,
Here is the federal standard we must meet for a structure in the floodway, direct from the
FEMA website:
 
Any project in a floodway must be reviewed to determine if the project will increase flood
heights. An engineering analysis must be conducted before a permit can be issued. The
community's permit file must have a record of the results of this analysis, which can be in the
form of a No-rise Certification. This No-rise Certification must be supported by technical data
and signed by a registered professional engineer. The supporting technical data should be
based on the standard step-backwater computer model used to develop the 100-year floodway
shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or Flood Boundary and Floodway Map
(FBFM).
 
Regards,
Garry Hood
211 Christopher Way
Talent, OR 97540
541-326-5539



From: Garry Hood
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Re: Truckstop floodway structure FEMA requirements
Date: Friday, September 08, 2017 4:39:28 PM

Nicely explained and much appreciated.

On Fri, Sep 8, 2017 at 1:45 PM, Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org> wrote:

Mr. Hood,

 

Thank you again for your comments and providing Staff with your concerns.  As I mentioned in my
previous email, I will forward these concerns to the Planning Commission for their consideration. 
We must keep in mind however, that the City can only apply regulations that are applicable to the
proposed use.  In the proposed Planning Commission Final Order, staff addressed the buffering
criteria and determined that exiting, mature vegetated buffer is adequate for the proposed use. 
Keeping in mind that the use is not changing, nor is it expanding the City is limited in what it can
require.  The existing buffer is substantially larger than any buffer the City could require if no
buffer existed.  Additionally, Wagner Creek is an essential salmonid habitat and modification near
or within the creek channel is regulated by the Department of State Lands as well as the Army
Corps of Engineers and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and as such would require
approval from those agencies. These agencies do not typically encourage this type of development
within an existing waterway. 

 

Considering that the existing buffer meets the standards of the Talent Zoning Code, making
unnecessary changes to the flow of Wagner Creek counters all of the proposed onsite
improvements intended to protect the environment.  It is also important to understand that the
use of the property as a truck stop is by right.  This means that because the property is currently
used as a Truck Stop, it could be used in its current state without any land use review.  The
proposed plan is currently being reviewed by the Planning Commission  to ensure that the
proposed redevelopment plan is consistent with the applicable provisions of the zoning code. 
These provisions include Parking, Stormwater Management, Access Management and Riparian
protection.   

 

I will be addressing each comment that has been submitted in more detail in the Staff Report to
the Planning Commission for the next meeting.  In the meantime, if any more questions arise,
please email them to me so that I can include them in the record and they can be address
accordingly.

 

Thank you,

mailto:hoodinbox@gmail.com
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mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org


 

Zac

 

Zac Moody

Community Development Director

City of Talent

110 E. Main Street

Talent, Oregon 97540

 

Office:  541-535-7401

www.cityoftalent.org

 

From: Garry Hood [mailto:hoodinbox@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 08, 2017 12:20 PM
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Truckstop floodway structure FEMA requirements

 

Hi Zac,

Here is the federal standard we must meet for a structure in the floodway, direct from the
FEMA website:

 

Any project in a floodway must be reviewed to determine if the project will increase flood
heights. An engineering analysis must be conducted before a permit can be issued. The
community's permit file must have a record of the results of this analysis, which can be in
the form of a No-rise Certification. This No-rise Certification must be supported by
technical data and signed by a registered professional engineer. The supporting technical
data should be based on the standard step-backwater computer model used to develop the
100-year floodway shown on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) or Flood Boundary and
Floodway Map (FBFM).

 

Regards,

Garry Hood

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fq%3D110%2BE.%2BMain%2BStreet%250D%2BTalent%2C%2BOregon%2B97540%250D%2B%25C2%25A0%250D%2BOffice%3A%2B%25C2%25A0541%26entry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=02%7C01%7CZMoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ceab9781fadd745fedb7108d4f712d6de%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636405107672930368&sdata=mM0OaC4qmGgmzvBcgUPWaJynH4%2BYjXNe7vnQ5BJg5j0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fq%3D110%2BE.%2BMain%2BStreet%250D%2BTalent%2C%2BOregon%2B97540%250D%2B%25C2%25A0%250D%2BOffice%3A%2B%25C2%25A0541%26entry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=02%7C01%7CZMoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ceab9781fadd745fedb7108d4f712d6de%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636405107672930368&sdata=mM0OaC4qmGgmzvBcgUPWaJynH4%2BYjXNe7vnQ5BJg5j0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fq%3D110%2BE.%2BMain%2BStreet%250D%2BTalent%2C%2BOregon%2B97540%250D%2B%25C2%25A0%250D%2BOffice%3A%2B%25C2%25A0541%26entry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=02%7C01%7CZMoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ceab9781fadd745fedb7108d4f712d6de%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636405107672930368&sdata=mM0OaC4qmGgmzvBcgUPWaJynH4%2BYjXNe7vnQ5BJg5j0%3D&reserved=0
tel:(541)%20535-7401
http://www.cityoftalent.org/
mailto:hoodinbox@gmail.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org


211 Christopher Way

Talent, OR 97540

541-326-5539

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540

www.CityofTalent.org

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider

PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE: This is a public document. This e-mail is subject to the
State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the Public.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This internet email message, replies and/or forwarded copies
(and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information
contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use,
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents
of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in
error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon
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From: Zac Moody
To: Gerry B. Stone
Subject: RE: Truck Stop
Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 7:32:23 AM

Ms. Stone,

You are correct about submitting your comments in writing or by email.     In regards to your
request for more time to review the application, you will need to make that request to
the Planning Commission during the next hearing.   The Commission can hear requests
to keep the hearing or the written record open once the hearing begins.   One thing to
keep in mind though, is that the City is obligated by ORS 227.178 (Final action on certain
applications required within 120 days) to make a final decision on the land use decision
within 120 days from the date the application was deemed complete.  The application
was deemed complete on 7/27/17, therefore a final decision, including a decision by a
Hearings Officer for any appeals must be made by 11/24/17 to avoid circuit court
litigation (Writ of Mandamus). 

Noticing for this application was also in accordance with State Law.  The City published a
notice in the Mail Tribune 20 days prior to the hearing as well as sent notices to all
affected neighbors within 250 feet of the subject parcel.  Additionally, two public hearing
notice signs were placed on the property more than 20 days before the first evidentiary
hearing.  All of the information used to make the recommendation is available on the
City’s website, including agency and public comment.  Alternatively, if you would like to
view the application in person, the file is available for review Monday – Friday from 8:30
AM to 5:00 PM. 

File Location on City’s Website:   http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121

If you have any other questions about the process or the State Statues that govern how
decisions must be made, I am available either by email or by appointment.  Please feel
free to contact me with any other questions you may have.

 

Thanks,

 

Zac

Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=58F1E5CFCC3645B196E2BCD5E2E3A0A7-ZMOODY
mailto:gerrybstone@q.com
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110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540

Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org

-------- Original message --------
From: "Gerry B. Stone" <gerrybstone@q.com> 
Date: 09/12/2017 7:08 AM (GMT-08:00) 
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Truck Stop 

Zac,
Thank you for your pleasant and informative phone conversation yesterday.
This is my basic bottom line take-away:
        All concerns/issues/complaints should be in written form (a letter or email) and submitted directly to you,
otherwise they are not on record.
One question: The petition which is being circulated is to postpone the September 28 deadline (by the Talent
Planning Commission) for approval of the possible development of Talent Truck Stop to allow more time for
residents to research and express concerns.  Should these signatures, along with a cover letter, be submitted to you?
Again, thank you.
Gerry Stone



From: Kathleen Finnegan
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Talent Travel Center
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 8:37:14 PM

Dear Mr Moody,

Please look at the information (link below) regarding the health effects of diesel exhaust.
This is just one of many concerns regarding the proposed Travel Center in Talent.
We don't need this in our community and it is a travesty to the citizens of Talent.  

https://oehha.ca.gov/air/health-effects-diesel-exhaust

Kathleen  Finnegan, MA LPC
(541) 488-2926
 

mailto:kefinn3@msn.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org


From: Tom Corrigan
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Fw: Website Feedback
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 3:56:18 PM

Thomas J. Corrigan
Talent City Manager
Urban Renewal Executive Director
Of - 541-535-1566
Fx - 541-535-7423
 

From: Kim Collins
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2017 3:30 PM
To: Tom Corrigan
Subject: FW: Website Feedback
 

Kimberlyn Collins
City Recorder
541-535-1566
www.cityoftalent.org

-----Original Message-----
From: talent@cityoftalent.org [mailto:talent@cityoftalent.org]
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2017 3:29 PM
To: Melissa Huhtala <melissa@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Website Feedback

Contact Us Reply Form

From: Alea Kent
EmailAddress: aleakent@gmail.com
Phone:
Subject: comment snad suggestions
Nature of Suggestion: Comments
I would like an email response: yes

Message:
I am contacting you in regards to the proposed truck stop on Valley View.
I am dismayed the city did not notify citizens in a timely manner about this proposal.  It  is my understanding that several years ago a zoning change was made for this property and citizens were also not notified of this prior to the change.
We are intelligent and thoughtful citizens and would prefer to have been notified and asked about proposals for land us in our sweet town.

There are may reasons that a truck stop is NOT a good use of this land.  I will not go into the health and mental reasons but will include these websites of studies done that prove negative outcomes for people exposed to fumes, noise and vibrations related to diesel trucks.
vehicle vibration in human health
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fyadda.icm.edu.pl%2Fyadda%2Felement%2Fbwmeta1.element.baztech...%2Fc%2FSITNIK.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C1%7C636410249172362726&sdata=7NUOng%2B%2FkI%2FsZVHCZDX5xleF%2BSrMmnVXO0LqNMKJiFk%3D&reserved=0

How Noise Impacts Physical and Mental Health | https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.berkeleywellness.com%2Fhealthy-community%2Fenvironmental-health%2F...%2Fsounding-
no&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=0fPMmrJONMW%2BubOA1SrDmthawPwSxvINk2o2In9F2EY%3D&reserved=0...
Health Concerns of Diesel
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.nj.gov%2Fdep%2Fstopthesoot%2Fdieselhealthconcerns.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C1%7C636410249172362726&sdata=0ubD%2FFTWsN1tZKXq3nLCBEhYDjKEMJBotVMsW0CZPb4%3D&reserved=0
Diesel Health Effects - Air Resources Board
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arb.ca.gov%2Fresearch%2Fdiesel%2Fdiesel-
health.htm&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=rqmiq8HIdL12hsqo22V5%2FpS76T7WVG1eAeTwMzkaNqo%3D&reserved=0

Knowingly exposing Talent citizens to the harmful effects of these pollutants is a breach of trust between the city and its citizens.

However, I want to look at the bigger picture.  A truck stop will forever brand Talent as a Truck Stop and that is not something I want for our city.  It will not endear tourists to visiting Talent and may even discourage Valley residents from getting off the freeway because they don't want to have to fight with semis to get into Talent.

The size of the bridge is also of conern to me.  Although ODOT says it is of adequate width,  it is narrow and accidents do and will happen between semis and passenger vehicles  on that bridge.  I only hope no lives are lost.

A truck stop is bad business for the existing and future businesses of  Talent.  A truck stop will not bring people into town to see what is there and buy a meal or check out the art/theater scene.  A truck stop is an on and off business and with it brings other undesired trash and homeless people, creating more work for the police and problems for the residents.

I am concerned and dismayed the City Mothers and Fathers have not been more proactive in discouraging this use of the land and encouraging more compatible use for  our city.

My vision for this propery:
Talent has already made a start in making our city a haven for the arts.  This land would make an excellent art center with art studios, galleries and class rooms for teaching art, a unique motel and restaurant for students in day/week/several week long art classes.  There are several cities through the country that have made their name in folk art schools.  Why not Talent?

25 Inspiring Folk Schools Rooted in Community and Traditional Know ...
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.bestchoiceschools.com%2Ffolk-schools%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=zocccBZs84TAHrXO%2BQDCqQdHKTjbsGnkiBpG9%2FqHsfU%3D&reserved=0

For many reasons, this truck stop is an idea that does not fit with Talent and the vision citizens have of Talent and I enourage more proactive leadership in looking at what can work for this property and still be an asset, physically, emotionally and culturally for our town.

Blessings,

Alea Kent
Talent, Oregon

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540

www.CityofTalent.org<http://www.cityoftalent.org>

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This internet email message, replies and/or forwarded copies (and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use, disclosure, copying, distribution, or the
taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon<http://www.cityoftalent.org>

City of Talent
PO Box 445
110 East Main St.
Talent, OR 97540
www.CityofTalent.org

The City of Talent is an Equal Opportunity Provider
PUBLIC RECORDS LAW DISCLOSURE: This is a public document. This e-mail is subject to the State Retention Schedule and may be made available to the Public.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This internet email message, replies and/or forwarded copies (and the materials attached to it, if any) are private and confidential. The information contained in this email or materials is privileged and is intended only for the use of the addressee. If you are not the intended
addressee, be advised that the unauthorized use, disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by telephone (541-535-1566) AND by email that
you have received this email in error and have deleted it.

Talent, Oregon

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=8F03CEFE001F48008475773C8683DA0E-TCORRIGAN
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org
http://www.cityoftalent.org/
mailto:talent@cityoftalent.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyadda.icm.edu.pl%2Fyadda%2Felement%2Fbwmeta1.element.baztech...%2Fc%2FSITNIK.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C1%7C636410249172362726&sdata=7NUOng%2B%2FkI%2FsZVHCZDX5xleF%2BSrMmnVXO0LqNMKJiFk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.berkeleywellness.com%2Fhealthy-community%2Fenvironmental-health%2F...%2Fsounding-no&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=0fPMmrJONMW%2BubOA1SrDmthawPwSxvINk2o2In9F2EY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.berkeleywellness.com%2Fhealthy-community%2Fenvironmental-health%2F...%2Fsounding-no&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=0fPMmrJONMW%2BubOA1SrDmthawPwSxvINk2o2In9F2EY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.nj.gov%2Fdep%2Fstopthesoot%2Fdieselhealthconcerns.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C1%7C636410249172362726&sdata=0ubD%2FFTWsN1tZKXq3nLCBEhYDjKEMJBotVMsW0CZPb4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arb.ca.gov%2Fresearch%2Fdiesel%2Fdiesel-health.htm&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=rqmiq8HIdL12hsqo22V5%2FpS76T7WVG1eAeTwMzkaNqo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=www.bestchoiceschools.com%2Ffolk-schools%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckcollins%40cityoftalent.org%7Cdee6aee9f0a64fb0b4e508d4fbbff00c%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636410249172362726&sdata=zocccBZs84TAHrXO%2BQDCqQdHKTjbsGnkiBpG9%2FqHsfU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.cityoftalent.org<http//www.cityoftalent.org
http://www.cityoftalent.org/
http://www.cityoftalent.org/
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


From: Maureen Gordon
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Truck stop
Date: Saturday, September 16, 2017 7:57:10 AM

Dear Mr. Moody,
I am a resident at Oak Valley homes and I am appalled with the town of Talent's decision to allow a truck stop in
our community.  This town is so special to us and now it has become a terrible mess.  First a Dollar Store right
above us and now a Truck Stop.  Really!!
We cannot breathe here because we live in a valley and are affected by every fire around us and now more pollution
with truck stop heading our way.  Our home values will drop and our quiet way of living will be disrupted with
noise and poor air quality and traffic.
I am urging you to help put a stop to this craziness.  Our little town has really gone off the deep end and I am so
disappointed in what it is becoming. 
I understand another large truck stop is happening in Phoenix how many do we need so close to each other???
I am appealing to you to be our voice and stop this  awful idea from happening Please....
Thank you,
Maureen Gordon 

mailto:maureenj7@icloud.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org


From: Ruth Webb
To: Zac Moody
Subject: propsosed truck stop
Date: Saturday, September 16, 2017 2:02:20 PM

 
Dear Mr Moody,
 
As a member of the HOA of the Oak Valley community I would like to offer a
few suggestions for the solution for the proposed truck center:
 
1.  Avoid changes that would decrease the community property values.
2.  Change the proposed traffic flow by re-routing the truck entrance to the
other side of the property.  This would avoid cutting down the trees behind
Oak Valley Drive homes.  These trees are necessary as a sound barrier and
air filter.  A chain link fence does not replace trees.
3.  A sound barrier is very necessary and should be FEMA approved.
4.  On-site security should be present 24/7, 100% of the time.
 
Thank you for you consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ruth Webb
322 Quail Circle
Talent, OR  97540

mailto:ruthwebb61@yahoo.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org


From: Helene Boucher
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Truck Stop
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 3:11:15 PM

City of Talent
Att:  Mr. Zac Moody et al

Re:  TRUCK STOP

I am a resident of the “Oak Valley Commuity” in Talent and I write here to you to express my deep concern about
the  approval of the development of a “Truck Stop” at the entrance of the city which is adjacent to our Community.
We purchased our property  4 1/2 year ago for our peaceful retirement.  The idea of a “Truck Stop” development  is
challenging our main reason for being here in many ways.

My husband and I just found out recently about this situation, which apparently is the case of many of our
Community.  For sure what people think first is the air pollution it will bring, as well as the noise of trucks idling all
day and night.  These concerns are genuine and well expressed and real.  In addition of also having the same
concerns,  I would like to express here my 2 biggest concerns.  A great one is the traffic coming in and out of our
Talent exit;  however, my greatest concern is the type of activity that it will bring in the area, which apparently
includes prostitution, drugs and crime.  
For those latest concerns, I would like to ask the City of Talent to contemplate years ahead and see what type of
town does the City desire to develop?  Or simply what do you want the City of Talent be in 10…20 years from
now.  We are presently a flourishing cultural city.  Yes, may say that we are a little extension of Ashland which has
now a national reputation of a fabulous Cultural/ Educational City where the quality of life is sought after.  It is not
really a bad thing to be its extension, and in this direction, we are finding more  and more the special characteristics
of our unique Talent.
In a decade or 2 (and more), will Talent be a flourishing Cultural sought after City or a low income workers, crime
Environment Depot only sought by the same.  I understand that everyone is worthy of a quality of life and God
knows that workers deserve it even more.  Reality is, that this proposed "Truck Stop" would  promote crime and
justice challenges, as well as the lowering of property value.  We need to ask ourselves what do we want to create
for the future generations and for the reputation of our City.

Today is an awesome time to be alive.  Travels have brought about understanding of different points of view and
wisdom applying to certain issues.  Therefore, I would also like to share what I discovered from the East Coast
“Truck Stops”.  Back East, all the “Truck Stops” are on the “Freeways”, away from any cities.  Maybe there are
reasons for that.  I perceive that what we are concerned with, here, might apply to the reason they have chosen such
places for their “Truck Stops”.  Wouldn’t it be wise to postpone the approval of the “Talent Truck Stop”, until we
know better the implications, not only for short or long term, but also, forever after?  Personally I feel it would be
very wise to do so.

A Resident  who Loves Talent and chooses to be here for its quietness, culture, flourishing and promising future.

Thank you for your consideration

Helene Boucher
332 Quail Circle
Talent
541.601.8898
empoweredshopping@gmail.com

Peace and Joy

mailto:empoweredshopping@gmail.com
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From: Dan
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Talent truck stop proposal
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 11:20:05 PM

Hello Zac. I am officially registering my concerns about the poor design for the new truck stop proposed
on Valley View Road. This, of course, is from the point of view of those of us who live in Oak Valley
Estates, next door and in very close proximity to the proposed site.

We have numerous concerns that are apparently not well or not at all addressed in the proposed design. I
have a background and career in engineering and have also developed 3 residential developments in the
area, so I have some familiarity. I understand the developer's need to minimize costs and yet ( certainly)
meet all zoning and environmental requirements - and citizen concerns. 

I will briefly break these concerns down below, covering what I believe are the critical points, although
others may arise and other residents of Oak Valley Estates may express additional concerns. 

1. Noise: There are many practical and reasonable measures that can be taken to reduce, but not
eliminate this significant problem, that is a no-go for me. No measures are apparent to reduce the
damaging mostly low-frequency noise of diesel engines constantly idling accelerating and 'jake braking'.
There is also a major noise source from compressors on cargo temperature control units There are many
types of barriers available to attenuate loud damaging noise which can be done but are not so far evident.
I expect this will be the major issue especially for those homes ~ 100 ft from fueling and parking and
perhaps a major legal quagmire as well. All parking needs to be wired for electrical climate power, not just
13 farthest from housing.

2. Air Pollution: Many of our residents are retired elders and some have compromised health
including COPD and asthma. Oregon's fairly weak anti-idling law (ORS 825.605) will help here - at
temperatures between 50 and 75 degrees, but if there is no enforcement - it is meaningless. California's
law is much stricter and more appropriate for the environment ( https://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truck-
idling/factsheet.pdf ) Are the Talent Police willing or committed to enforcing this? What about
temperatures in the law's exemption ranges? This problem of particulate pollution, primarily which is most
damaging to lungs is a major concern for all of us

3. Traffic: There is already at peak times heavy traffic on Valley View. Add to that an outdated
interchange with short exit ramps, already at times backed up, a 2 lane bridge, a new road diet designed
to benefit a very small minority of bicyclists, and a much more frequently changing light. Who will pay for
the necessary extensions of the north and southbound off ramps when traffic backs up onto I-5? What will
the City of Talent do if the old Walmart building becomes much more active (probably a good thing if
compatible). I see no right turn lanes into the truck facility which will further compound the problems.

4. Environment:: I have extensive Experience with power plant distillate fuel tanks (assuming at
least double wall with containment) and have a great interest in containment and spill plans. Tanks and
pipes will leak, not if but when. This facility is situated adjacent to two major stream tributaries to the
Rogue River. These are priceless resources not only for Talent but the entire valley and river system
,,,and must be protected. We have a major risk of earthquakes and flooding here all of which could create
disasters for all of us.This must be addressed.

These are my primary points of major concern. We are hopeful that the developers and the City will be
cooperative in actively addressing our concerns, not with just words but with verifiable actions. I have
heard words to the effect that 'they' could do this project without approval if they wanted to. No, there are
still other remedies if needed, e.g. the Talent Asphalt plant. that is no longer there.

mailto:davisdmail@aol.com
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From: kimmel1818@charter.net
To: Zac Moody
Subject: FW: concerns about Truck Stop
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 12:26:25 PM

-----------------------------------------

From: kimmel1818@charter.net
To: "kimmel1818@charter.net"
Cc: 
Sent: 18-Sep-2017 00:44:12 +0000
Subject: concerns about Truck Stop

Hi Zac

My name is Joanne Kimmel and I live at 140 Oak Valley Drive, one of the 5 homes directly
affected by this proposed Truck Stop.  I can't even begin to tell you all the problems this
disastrous plan would cause for our whole neighborhood.  I am more concerned with my
house, which lies just to the West of Wagner Creek, barely 50 feet away.  Even without a
truck stop, I have had to deal with 3 or 4 trucks parking there overnight, running their noisy
engines.  My whole house vibrates, it is impossible to sleep.  I would like to invite you or any
of the City Counsel to come spend the night at my house, to see and experience that for
yourself.  I shutter to think of 30 or 40 trucks doing that same thing every night.  If you think
those trees make a sound barrier, let me tell you, they don't.  They do not muffle the sound, in
the least, of idling 18 wheelers.  And that map the developer has come up with shows 80
trucks a day?  So a more solid wall, concrete would be preferred and at least 10-12 feet tall to
curb at least some of the noise.  I would  love to see how he puts 17 trucks parked side by side
anyway.

Besides the noise, the pollution to our health and the environment is huge.  I am sure all those
little fish in the Wagner and Bear Creeks would love to swim in polluted oily water.  And
Heaven help us if there should be an explosion and fire at 6 refueling stations, all within 50-70
feet of my and 4 other homes.

The traffic problems would be horrible,  in view of another bad idea, making Valley View a 2
lane street.  With all the added traffic of 80 trucks, it will be gridlock.

I assume the developer has plans to have security 24/7 to keep crime and everything it brings
to the area.

mailto:kimmel1818@charter.net
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Finally, property values will plummet. I won't be able to sell my house...I double I could even
give it away.  No one wants to buy a house next to a noisy, dirty truck stop.

I beg you, please don't allow this project to be built....its a very bad idea.

Sincerely,

Joanne Kimmel

140 Oak Valley Drive

Talent, Or 97540



From: Susan Lio
To: Zac Moody
Cc: Susan Lio; davisdmail@aol.com
Subject: Proposed truck stop development
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 4:00:13 PM

Mr. Moody,

I returned from an out of town visit to family to learn from my neighbors in The Oak Valley Community that there
is to be significant development right next door to us.  I have to express my displeasure at this apparently sudden
development.  I read the papers and my mail.  I did not see any proposal for us to comment on before this notice
from neighbors.

I have grave concerns.  I bought a house on St Ives (#267) two years ago never expecting such a large commercial
development to grow next to me.  I share the concerns that I hear my neighbors are forwarding to you.  These cover
a wide range of issues:

-Traffic flow:  With the addition of at least 100 trucks per day the already busy Valley View Road traffic can only
get worse.  I imagine significant backups on the I5 exchange, only increasing with apparent plans to convert Valley
View to one lane each way.  It is already hard to leave our development at rush hour.  Has the developer been asked
to do a traffic study?  I imagine the traffic light already on Valley View will turn red a lot more.  Has this been taken
into consideration?  Will he/she be installing turnoff lanes into the new development?  If so, then what about the
side walk and bike lane?  Has the additional impact of future development across the street been taken into
consideration?  What is the projected capacity of the new development in truck traffic?

-Air and water quality: increased traffic, all night engines, large increases of fuel sales, potential run off and
flooding of Wagner Creek are all of concern for humans and vegetation and wildlife.  So are earthquakes and the
potential for significant spills so close to our watershed.

-Noise, light. and vibrations:  My home is somewhat removed, but dear friends and neighbors closer to this new
development will certainly be very severely impacted by the lights, noise, and vibrations of large truck traffic and
overnight functioning.  What is being done to mitigate this?  I see nothing on the plans to address this.  These issues
are real health concerns for all of us, but specially to those closest to the lot under consideration.

-Safety:  a large transient population will have an impact on the quiet nature of our community.  We enjoy relative
safety and peace now.  What security measures will be in place?

I understand that this development will be a revenue source for the town of Talent from a $.03/gallon fuel tax.  Will
this cover the additional traffic, safety, and environmental impacts?  Have these been measured?  Even if the base
costs are covered, what about quality of life?

I strongly object to this development and the way it seems to be moving ahead without an initiative by the City of
Talent to clearly educate and get the input from our community.  Would you or the planning committee or town
government want this so close to your homes?

I am aware of the efforts of our town to be bee friendly and a wild life sanctuary in the wetlands.  How does this
project add to this or to the image of Talent as an attractive place to live?  This huge project is at the gates of our
community and will give the town a large commercial entry footprint.

I am also aware of the upcoming meetings of the City and Planning teams.  I will do my best to attend any meeting
that comes up over this and my best to stop this project as now proposed.  Please help me in this.

Sincerely, Susan Lio
267 St Ives Dr, Talent OR 97540
cell 206-947-0455

mailto:susanlio53@gmail.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org
mailto:susan.wake@comcast.net
mailto:davisdmail@aol.com




From: Francis Xavier McCarthy
To: Zac Moody
Subject: truck stop
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 1:13:26 PM

Dear Zac Moody et al;

My name is Francis X. McCarthy and I live at 332 Quail Circle (Oak Valley 55 plus
community) here in Talent, Or.
I am writing to you to express my deep concern regarding the proposed truck stop next door to
our quiet little community.
To begin, I've only recently found out about this proposal as is the case with many of my
neighbors. Apparently there was some outreach through media etc. to let the people of Talent
know about it but clearly not enough. Perhaps there should have been a notice to every
resident by mail or even included maybe in a utility bill.
There are too many concerns to go into in this note but some of the most important would be
diesel fumes (we're a 55 plus community)......truck noise especially over-night...increase of
crime possibility.....access to our community with possible lines of large trucks backing up to
the freeway exit......just to name a few.
I request that you forward this letter to other responsible  parties in our city...Mayor etc.and to
also make it part of the public record. 
I understand that there is a meeting of the planning commission on the 28th of this month to
decide on this issue. I strongly request an extension beyond that date for residents to delve into
and examine all the concerns regarding this project that could have a deleterious effect on our
very lives.
It would certainly have an effect on property values as well.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Sincerely,

Francis Xavier McCarthy
332 Quail Circle
Talent, Or. 97540
541-727-1`899
beinhere@gmail.com

mailto:beinhere@gmail.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org
mailto:beinhere@gmail.com


From: Anne Taylor
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Talent Travel Center
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 11:34:27 AM

City Counselors, Mayor, Developer, Zac Moody, Planning Commission, Oak Valley Home Owners

Sept. 6, 2017

Proposed Talent Travel Center

 

From:   Anne Taylor, 288 St. Ives Dr., Oak Valley Estates, Talent,, OR  97540    541-840-6286  
fjeik@yahoo.com

If you ask why I didn’t address this sooner is because I didn’t know about it sooner.  The developer says
signs are posted, one is down and the other sign is leaning forward and hard to read.  I did not get a letter
about this truck stop.  I’m hoping the sound problem which I have emailed all city counselors about has
been addressed. 

As I live only a short distance behind the proposed Talent Travel Center at Oak Valley Estates I have
several deep concerns about this proposal.  I am certain that it will adversely affect the quality of life of
me and my neighbors.  I have had truck drivers tell me they would not live anywhere near a travel center.

Some of my concerns are:  Noise, vibrations from diesel engines, diesel fumes, truck filling stations right
behind my friend’s homes, lights at night, trash from convenience store, increased traffic on Fern Valley
Road and in my neighborhood, environmental impacts especially on Wagner Creek and Bear Creek,
endangered fish, flooding, overnight parking when Siskiyou pass is closed, property values in our quiet,
peaceful, beautiful senior neighborhood. 

It took years to get rid of the asphalt plant fumes and now you want to replace them with diesel fumes?  I
am already bothered by the vibrations and noise from big rigs on the freeway, you want to increase this? 
Plastic bags, cups, straws,  toys trash and other debris  get into Bear and Wagner Creek as is.  The
convenience store, travel store and people will cause even more trash.  People have done so much work
to try to make Wagner and Bear Creek better for Salmon and people and you want to trash it?  There is
park land in this area, how will it and its future entrance be impacted?  This 10’wide concrete path leads
to the confluence of Wagner Creek and Bear Creek.  Are you planning on putting a bridge in?  Otherwise
it leads to nowhere.  Your plans look as if you gave no consideration to what surrounds this site. 

Many years ago there was a truck stop and restaurant there.  But they were small and quiet and are long
gone.  There is a truck stop in Phoenix so we don’t need another one three miles away.  

I realize this property is zoned commercial.  Maybe a motel, Talent doesn’t have one, sit down restaurant,
store, storage units, apartments, low income housing.  A park or assisted living center has been
suggested.  But a truck stop?  Please no. 

Respectfully,

Anne Taylor

Anne T

mailto:fjeik@yahoo.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org
mailto:fjeik@yahoo.com


















































From: Wayne Freeman
To: Zac Moody
Subject: Proposed Talent Truck Stop
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:33:48 AM

Dear Mr. Moody,

I live in the Oak Valley 55+ Community and am writing regarding the proposed new truck stop
right next door to us.  I have limited understanding on how pieces of land in a community are
zoned or approved for certain uses, so this email is not intended to delve into those specifics.
 But instead to focus on the real-life effects (I believe devastating) this proposed truck stop
would have on the residents of our community.

I'll start out by mentioning this proposed truck stop is already creating a great deal of angst
and dread in our community.  Just one example is a story that was shared with me by Katy
Fox, who lives just a few yards away from that parcel of land.  

She told me truckers already regularly stop and use it as there private little rest area, but
usually only 1 or 2 will be sitting there at one time.  Katy mentioned that when this happens,
the idling engines rattle many things in her house.  She's just dreading what it would be like if
dozens of trucks would be out there at one time, 24 hrs/day, 7 days/week...

Another example: Though I live at the other end of this community, I often go for walks
through our idyllic neighborhood.  I have on many occasions heard "truck noises" from those 1
or 2 parked trucks.  And there's often much more noise than just the idling.  Sharp clanging,
squeaking, and other harrowing noises are common-place (wherever trucks congregate).

I very much enjoy my evening walks, often stopping for short chats with other residents.
 I'm really dreading how the much higher levels of noise and pollution from dozens of trucks
would bring calamitous disruption into our peaceful community.  -- At the end of this email, I
will post some comments  I found on a truckers' website by some long-ter truckers expressing
why they would NEVER want to live close to a truck stop.
-
My understanding is the City of Talent would stand to benefit from this development as a
result of a 3 cent tax on every gallon of fuel dispensed.  Apparently, this new income would be
used for upkeep of roads in the City.  On the surface, it would almost appear as "free money".
 Awfully hard to resist.

But if there's one axiom in life I prescribe to, it's that there's virtually always a price to pay for
anything of benefit.  I've long believed that if you were to take all the wisdom contained in
all the holy books of the world, and succinctly condense it down to a simple sentence, you
might just come up with the maxim, "There's NO free lunch".  -- It seems SOMEBODY

mailto:waynefreeman@hotmail.com
mailto:ZMoody@cityoftalent.org


always has to pay in one manner or another for something of benefit.  

In the case of this proposed truck stop, I think the residents of our community would end up
paying an exorbitant price for this development.  Not only in the much greater levels of noise
and pollution, but to their property values as well.  It's not difficult for me to envision that
property values could go down anywhere from 10-25%, possibly more for those houses
directly adjacent to the truck stop.  (Would the City of Talent be willing to reimburse these
homeowners for their losses?)  

I realize the City wouldn't have the fuel tax income if this project was derailed (which I
sincerely hope it will be).  But speaking for myself, I would MUCH rather drive around Talent
on dirt roads, than be forced to somehow learn to tolerate the MAJOR disruption to our
community's quality of life.  Though I can't speak for everybody in our community about
wanting to completely derail this project (some might be satisfied with major amelioration), I
feel confident in stating many who live here would like to see it stopped altogether.  
-
There's documented evidence idling trucks near school properties significantly increase
adverse health effects in children (including cancer) who attend these schools.  Would
you want your children to be regularly breathing in high levels of diesel exhaust as they grow
through their formative years?  Since this is primarily a retirement community, would you
want your parents living next door to this kind of polluted environment?  
-
It seems to me that so far, too little consideration has been given to the Talent residents who
would be most adversely affected by a truck stop right next door to them.  The least I'm asking
for with this letter, is that the approval process for this development be put on hold for now. 

At this particularly critical juncture, I think Oak Valley and other Talent residents should be
given a greater opportunity to organize our thoughts, activities, and communications with the
City.   When considering the fairly calamitous disruption a truck stop at the entrance to our
wonderful community would bring, I don't think an extension of the approval process is too
much to ask for.

I think such an extension would give you, the planning commission, and the residents of Talent
the opportunity to more seriously consider, "Is this development really in the best interests
of our community?"  When considering the unique aspects of the parcel of land in question
(right at the entrance of Talent, and two different streams running adjacent to it), it just seems
that some other type of development would be MUCH more appropriate.  If a truck stop ends
up there, it seems it would be there literally forever.  Which I feel would be a most
unfortunate, even dismal outcome.

To summarize, this proposed truck stop just strikes me as not being at all in the interests of



our Oak Valley Community, nor the City of Talent and its other residents.  -- To emphasize the
gist of this letter, I would leave you with one final question, "Would you want to live (and try
to sleep) next door to a noisy, polluting truck stop?"

Thanks much for reading.

Best, Wayne

Wayne Schlegelmilch
aka Wayne Freeman
301 Oak Valley Drive
541-897-4402

P.S.  I sincerely thank you for your service to the City of Talent.
..........................................................................

Here's those trucker comments I mentioned earlier.  As I re-read them, it just strikes me so
clearly that a truck stop sited right next to a retirement community with 80 some houses and
150 some residents does not even remotely meet even a most basic "common sense test".   

Seems these many residents are being asked to make a huge quality of life sacrifice for the
benefit of one developer.

Curtis Lambert    JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 11:48 PM

I wouldn’t even want a truck stop next to my house either ! Why
because all the traffic day and night and the noise. Pick a better
location away from homes !

[http://the%20truckers%20report/]MrbigR504    JANUARY 14, 2017 AT 10:10 AM

I agree! I’m a trucker and as much as i like a nice new fully loaded
truck stop with plenty of parking, I would not want it close to my house!
A few blocks away is cool so i wont hear the jakes when they exit the
hwy. But still close enough where i can still enjoy it.

Mack    JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 6:39 AM

I wouldn’t want a truck stop next to my house either, and I am a
trucker. However I wouldn’t mind it a couple of miles outside of town.

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008879&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=RmB9lGCiul1V0DSrAgyqBeKXpPCVx3wM8s44ONLgq8A%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008923&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=sgzneDOagru7sNm0a50Tqvv6slNzs2qd1NU%2BAd7VxP4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008715&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=cnmJ3q0EZ6%2BGqKyjqAxE7hES%2Fxs%2BCGt5AhrCOMfKGRc%3D&reserved=0


FRANK BROADWAY III    JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 7:06 AM

And you're right. Who really would want trucks idling all night next to
their window. Kinda takes away privacy of your dwell spot. 

Having been a user of truck stops for nearly 25 years I can fully
sympathize with the towns position. Who wants the litter, bottles of pee
and grocery sacks containing human waste that litters the ground of
these modern s*** pits.

And what about the increased noise pollution? Don’t get me started on
the retards that roll into truck stops at 2am at 20 miles an hour with the
jakes blatting all to hell.

Steve Easton    JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 8:41 PM

... Got to agree with you. ...  It is why Walmart has clamped down on
parking. ...

Rob    JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 3:20 PM

As a 30 year plus driver this story sickens me.  ... anyone who
has driven trucks for any length of time has seen the piss bottles and
crap bags thrown out the windows of trucks.  Trucks with straight pipes
thundering through towns at night with jack roaring and the garbage
everywhere trucks park... 

Nicolas D.    JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 9:37 PM

I’m a trucker and honestly I understand them. It’s a tiny quiet town and
all of a sudden you want to slap one of the bigger sized Love’s in the
country right there? Complete with piss bottles, reefers, APU, idling
trucks, tire shop ruffle, people who “ran out of gas” every day of the
week at the same spot…

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008723&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=%2BeoAP1KGFZKqnx8YpWacv51hhqYXFwGAtXshqtCs5aY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008862&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=nId57a8z4CNu0TRHr1F9t6pz4E6%2FlBeCHiRdnq2%2FnPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008820&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=0OLbyqSWT9CPzpMoVFK2mdQJlTKK7EhMrYlqD%2By3Fak%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008870&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=xmQaSPBqzwFbwIrOU4HvGFPEAcT39nV5i6M1T5gCoJc%3D&reserved=0


From: Zac Moody
To: "Wayne Freeman"
Subject: RE: Proposed Talent Truck Stop
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:39:00 AM

Mr. Freeman,
 
Thank you for providing the City with your comments.  These comments will be forwarded to the
Planning Commission for their consideration at the September 28, 2017 Commission meeting.  In the
meantime, you can review all of the application materials online and staff’s revised recommendation
and revised Planning Commission’s final order by clicking the link below.
 
http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121
 
Thank you,
 
Zac
 
Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540
 
Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org
 

From: Wayne Freeman [mailto:waynefreeman@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:32 AM
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Proposed Talent Truck Stop
 

Dear Mr. Moody,

 

I live in the Oak Valley 55+ Community and am writing regarding the proposed new truck
stop right next door to us.  I have limited understanding on how pieces of land in a community
are zoned or approved for certain uses, so this email is not intended to delve into those
specifics.  But instead to focus on the real-life effects (I believe devastating) this proposed
truck stop would have on the residents of our community.

 

I'll start out by mentioning this proposed truck stop is already creating a great deal of angst
and dread in our community.  Just one example is a story that was shared with me by Katy
Fox, who lives just a few yards away from that parcel of land.  

mailto:waynefreeman@hotmail.com
http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


 

She told me truckers already regularly stop and use it as there private little rest area, but
usually only 1 or 2 will be sitting there at one time.  Katy mentioned that when this happens,
the idling engines rattle many things in her house.  She's just dreading what it would be like if
dozens of trucks would be out there at one time, 24 hrs/day, 7 days/week...

 

Another example: Though I live at the other end of this community, I often go for walks
through our idyllic neighborhood.  I have on many occasions heard "truck noises" from those
1 or 2 parked trucks.  And there's often much more noise than just the idling.  Sharp clanging,
squeaking, and other harrowing noises are common-place (wherever trucks congregate).

 

I very much enjoy my evening walks, often stopping for short chats with other residents.
 I'm really dreading how the much higher levels of noise and pollution from dozens of trucks
would bring calamitous disruption into our peaceful community.  -- At the end of this email, I
will post some comments  I found on a truckers' website by some long-ter truckers expressing
why they would NEVER want to live close to a truck stop.

-

My understanding is the City of Talent would stand to benefit from this development as a
result of a 3 cent tax on every gallon of fuel dispensed.  Apparently, this new income would be
used for upkeep of roads in the City.  On the surface, it would almost appear as "free money".
 Awfully hard to resist.

 

But if there's one axiom in life I prescribe to, it's that there's virtually always a price to pay for
anything of benefit.  I've long believed that if you were to take all the wisdom contained in
all the holy books of the world, and succinctly condense it down to a simple sentence, you
might just come up with the maxim, "There's NO free lunch".  -- It seems SOMEBODY
always has to pay in one manner or another for something of benefit.  

 

In the case of this proposed truck stop, I think the residents of our community would end up
paying an exorbitant price for this development.  Not only in the much greater levels of noise
and pollution, but to their property values as well.  It's not difficult for me to envision that
property values could go down anywhere from 10-25%, possibly more for those houses
directly adjacent to the truck stop.  (Would the City of Talent be willing to reimburse these
homeowners for their losses?)  

 

I realize the City wouldn't have the fuel tax income if this project was derailed (which I
sincerely hope it will be).  But speaking for myself, I would MUCH rather drive around Talent
on dirt roads, than be forced to somehow learn to tolerate the MAJOR disruption to our
community's quality of life.  Though I can't speak for everybody in our community about



wanting to completely derail this project (some might be satisfied with major amelioration), I
feel confident in stating many who live here would like to see it stopped altogether.  

-

There's documented evidence idling trucks near school properties significantly increase
adverse health effects in children (including cancer) who attend these schools.  Would
you want your children to be regularly breathing in high levels of diesel exhaust as they grow
through their formative years?  Since this is primarily a retirement community, would you
want your parents living next door to this kind of polluted environment?  

-

It seems to me that so far, too little consideration has been given to the Talent residents who
would be most adversely affected by a truck stop right next door to them.  The least I'm asking
for with this letter, is that the approval process for this development be put on hold for now. 

 

At this particularly critical juncture, I think Oak Valley and other Talent residents should be
given a greater opportunity to organize our thoughts, activities, and communications with the
City.   When considering the fairly calamitous disruption a truck stop at the entrance to our
wonderful community would bring, I don't think an extension of the approval process is too
much to ask for.

 

I think such an extension would give you, the planning commission, and the residents of
Talent the opportunity to more seriously consider, "Is this development really in the
best interests of our community?"  When considering the unique aspects of the parcel of
land in question (right at the entrance of Talent, and two different streams running adjacent to
it), it just seems that some other type of development would be MUCH more appropriate.  If a
truck stop ends up there, it seems it would be there literally forever.  Which I feel would be a
most unfortunate, even dismal outcome.

 

To summarize, this proposed truck stop just strikes me as not being at all in the interests of our
Oak Valley Community, nor the City of Talent and its other residents.  -- To emphasize the
gist of this letter, I would leave you with one final question, "Would you want to live (and try
to sleep) next door to a noisy, polluting truck stop?"

 

Thanks much for reading.

 

Best, Wayne

 



Wayne Schlegelmilch

aka Wayne Freeman

301 Oak Valley Drive

541-897-4402

 

P.S.  I sincerely thank you for your service to the City of Talent.

..........................................................................

 

Here's those trucker comments I mentioned earlier.  As I re-read them, it just strikes me so
clearly that a truck stop sited right next to a retirement community with 80 some houses and
150 some residents does not even remotely meet even a most basic "common sense test".   
 
Seems these many residents are being asked to make a huge quality of life sacrifice for the
benefit of one developer.

 

Curtis Lambert

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 11:48 PM

I wouldn’t even want a truck stop next to my house either ! Why because
all the traffic day and night and the noise. Pick a better location away
from homes !
[http://the%20truckers%20report/]MrbigR504

   
JANUARY 14, 2017 AT 10:10 AM

I agree! I’m a trucker and as much as i like a nice new fully loaded truck
stop with plenty of parking, I would not want it close to my house! A few
blocks away is cool so i wont hear the jakes when they exit the hwy. But
still close enough where i can still enjoy it.
Mack

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 6:39 AM

I wouldn’t want a truck stop next to my house either, and I am a trucker.
However I wouldn’t mind it a couple of miles outside of town.

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008879&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=RmB9lGCiul1V0DSrAgyqBeKXpPCVx3wM8s44ONLgq8A%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008923&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=sgzneDOagru7sNm0a50Tqvv6slNzs2qd1NU%2BAd7VxP4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008715&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=cnmJ3q0EZ6%2BGqKyjqAxE7hES%2Fxs%2BCGt5AhrCOMfKGRc%3D&reserved=0


FRANK BROADWAY III

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 7:06 AM

And you're right. Who really would want trucks idling all night next to
their window. Kinda takes away privacy of your dwell spot. 

Having been a user of truck stops for nearly 25 years I can fully
sympathize with the towns position. Who wants the litter, bottles of pee
and grocery sacks containing human waste that litters the ground of these
modern s*** pits.

And what about the increased noise pollution? Don’t get me started on the
retards that roll into truck stops at 2am at 20 miles an hour with the jakes
blatting all to hell.
Steve Easton

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 8:41 PM

... Got to agree with you. ...  It is why Walmart has clamped down on
parking. ...
Rob
   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 3:20 PM

As a 30 year plus driver this story sickens me.  ... anyone who has driven
trucks for any length of time has seen the piss bottles and crap
bags thrown out the windows of trucks.  Trucks with straight pipes
thundering through towns at night with jack roaring and the garbage
everywhere trucks park... 
Nicolas D.
   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 9:37 PM

I’m a trucker and honestly I understand them. It’s a tiny quiet town and all
of a sudden you want to slap one of the bigger sized Love’s in the country
right there? Complete with piss bottles, reefers, APU, idling trucks, tire
shop ruffle, people who “ran out of gas” every day of the week at the
same spot…

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008723&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=%2BeoAP1KGFZKqnx8YpWacv51hhqYXFwGAtXshqtCs5aY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008862&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=nId57a8z4CNu0TRHr1F9t6pz4E6%2FlBeCHiRdnq2%2FnPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008820&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=0OLbyqSWT9CPzpMoVFK2mdQJlTKK7EhMrYlqD%2By3Fak%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008870&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=xmQaSPBqzwFbwIrOU4HvGFPEAcT39nV5i6M1T5gCoJc%3D&reserved=0


From: Zac Moody
To: Garry Hood
Bcc: Felicia Hazel; Dave Pastizzo; Daniel Milan; Brenda Schwietzer; Allison French; Joi Riley; Dorian Hastings; Mayor

Stricker; Tom Corrigan
Subject: RE: Truck stop
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:32:36 PM

Mr.  Hood,

Thank you for your additional comments.  As I mentioned previously, I will forward these to
the Planning Commission for their consideration.  My response here is being forwarded to the
Commission, Mayor and City Manager via email.

As you may already be aware of, the City is limited to addressing only the regulations within
the Talent Zoning Code and Talent Comprehensive Plan.  With that said, I will provide the
Commission a formal response from Staff at the public hearing next Thursday.  Staff's
response will be limited to the applicable standards and criteria as allowed by State Law.  

If you have any further questions about the process, please feel free to contact me.  

Thank you,

Zac

Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540

Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org

-------- Original message --------
From: Garry Hood <hoodinbox@gmail.com> 
Date: 09/22/2017 2:54 PM (GMT-08:00) 
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Truck stop 

Hi Zac and planning commission, City of Talent:

By now you must be aware of two things, namely that many City of Talent residents, and
especially residents of the Oak Valley fifty-five plus planned community, where I live (a) need
more time to research, evaluate and respond to the proposed Travel Center and (b) are
generally opposed to the construction of such a center. There are many issues, both practical
and legal, many of them complex, and while I and many others may address them in emails
and letters as well as in person at the upcoming meeting, we really need more time.
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This being said, I will address some issues here as best I can given the time constraints, as will
others in emails and letters in more detail. This is an organized effort and I support the
concerns of others of us who have grouped together, regardless of whether I have addressed
them here, or whether I have addressed them in as much detail. Here we go:

Non-continuos operation of the “trucking business” of the “Talent Truck Stop” (per filing with
the Oregon Secretary of State under that name)

I and my neighbors have not seen any evidence in years that the Talent Truck Stop has been
operating a commercial business at the site. The restaurant has been closed for years and none
of us has seen any truck fueling or maintenance activity nor anyone on the premises that looks
like a company person. I drive and walk by the site all the time as do my neighbors. Yes,
diesel truckd and motor homes park there, but in small numbers, and often the old gravel and
dirt lot is actually empty of any vehicles at all. It is more on the order of vehicles parking in a
ghost town. It appears to be entirely abandoned, and that is why trucks and motor homes park
there, because it is unattended, free, and they can do anything they want. What proof has the
applicant submitted that there was and is an established, continuous commercial operation at
the site? What measures has the city undertaken to verify a claim of continuous conforming
use? The city should check utility bills among other things. Heck, have the utilities even been
turned on during the last few months and years?

Unfair competition

Right next door to the proposed travel center is an existing, thriving gas station. Many of us
are concerned that the new development may, whether intentionally or unintentionally, put the
existing station out of business. The new development may be able to afford to sell fuel at cost
or below cost and make up losses on other revenue or even lose money until the existing
station folds, then raise their prices, coming out ahead in the long run, then having a location
monopoly. The city has leveled a 3% tax on diesel fuel which applies to both operations,
which puts the existing station at a pricing disadvantage versus other stations up the road.
Truck drivers have apps telling them where the cheapest diesel fuel is ahead, and their fuel
tanks are so large that they can cross the entire state without refueling, and of course with a
big tank a few cents a gallon price difference translates into real dollars. Do you want an
abandoned gas station here in Talent? In Portland, I had one half a block from my house,
fenced in, falling down and covered with weeds. No one would touch it for years, because of
the cost of decommission of the underground fuel tanks and removing of the contaminated
soil. Local government eventually rehabilitated the site and we taxpayers footed the bill. Is the
City of Talent prepared to do the same? If the applicant engages in unfair competition either
under state or federal law, is the City prepared to take action? Do you even want to have to
figure that out? I moved to small town of Talent to get away from this kind of concern.
Besides, which do you think people will remember as the gateway to Talent, the new
roundabout development or an abandoned gas station?

Earthquake safety



Allowing any new underground fuel tanks in alluvial soil close to a water shed in a subduction
earthquake zone where the quake could be as high as 9.6 with a duration as high as six
minutes is nothing short of folly- particularly when truckers can easily fuel up in more
geologically sound locations. If you aren't already aware, pretty much the whole of Talent lies
on alluvial soil which experiences liquification in a major quake (causing water, sewer and gas
lines and fuel tanks to rise up and rupture). If I am not mistaken, the proposed site lies
specifically on Medford Gravelly Loam- typical gravel and sand (alluvial) soil deposited by
thousands of years of historical floods (my nearby house sits in this soil). While the applicant
intends to meet fuel tank standards designed to withstand an 8.0 quake (a) such standards often
fall short (think Fukishima tsunami sea wall) and (b) geologists no longer expect a maximum
8.0 quake, but rather a minimum 8.0 quake. This is because not so long ago geologists thought
the big one would be centered off the western shore where the nature of the rock would not
permit a quake larger than 8.0, and this is what the 8.0 construction standard is based on. More
recently geologists have concluded that the quake will be centered inland and be as high as 9.6
and closer to us here than thought. Note also that the epicenter of a subduction zone quake
forms a long line and not a single point like the typical California quake or even the great
Alaskan quake in the sixties. If you remember your high school physics, while energy such as
an earthquake shock wave emanating from a point source dissipates by the square of the
distance (dissipates rapidly), not so from a line source where it dissipates linearly (more
gradually). Compare the coming monster quake to the typical California quake, where a 9
point quake is a hundred times more powerful than a California 7, emanating from a line
source with a duration measured in minutes not seconds, and on alluvial soil versus clay soil.
Some will say we are far enough away, but we are closer that once thought, shock waves will
dissipate more gradually and most importantly the shaking will last just as long here as at the
epicenter. The duration is a real killer. As far as I know, the only safe way to bury a fuel tank
at the site is to dig down deep and anchor to bed rock.

Sound Barrier

The city needs to either amend the building code to allow, or grant a variance to allow the
construction of a sound barrier within 35 feet of the floodway, subject to FEMA requirements,
and then require the applicant to build such a sound barrier. See my previous emails for
details.

Regards,

Garry Hood

211 Christopher Way

Talent, Oregon 97540





9‐25‐17  (Truck) Travel Center Meeting with Developer  
(Mr. Bob Krohn, Northwest Properties and Investment Services ‐‐NPIS) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  About 34 people, including Mr. Krohn, Mayor Darcy Ayers‐Flood, and Zac Moody.  
 
OPENING:  Gerry Stone, facilitator of the meeting, acknowledged not everyone shares the same views.  But IF 
we have to have a truck stop, let’s try to make it the best possible truck stop. 
 
PRESENTATION BY BOB KROHN:   
He represents the owner.  They refer to it as a travel center—a place for community to gather.  In LaPine they 
bought an old truck stop and redesigned it. (Gordy’s Truck Center)  They like to be a part of the community.  In 
LaPine they help support schools and other programs. 
 
The Talent (Truck) Travel Center is envisioned as a full‐service center: convenience store, home cooking café, 
car and truck fueling.   Building design will not be industrial looking, not cold or sterile looking; they try to 
make them more homey, lodge style—attractive to the traveling public. 
 
 
This site was selected because it is already zoned for these uses.  It has been a truck service/dispatch area for 
~52 years.  City’s planning has it zoned for that, and it is zoned properly according to state law.    
 
Secondly:  When Talent completed its transportation study and adopted its transportation plan, it anticipated 
Walmart and assumed a big‐box retailer in the event Walmart left.  So with a much smaller enterprise there 
(Brammo), we are currently well below the anticipated traffic for this area through the year 2032, the year 
through which city planning was geared.  Also the city assumed when they did the transportation plan that the 
old truck stop site would be fully developed out with a new truck stop or some other use consistent with its 
commercial zone.  Even if this truck center operates at full capacity, traffic will still be below what the City 
planned for. 
 
Krohn showed aerial photo and the current foliage behind Oak Valley Drive.  We do not have year‐round 
foliage currently, but that will change with the addition of red cedars.  Krohn said based on the written and 
oral testimony that the developer has looked into options for addressing noise, odors, sight of viewing truck 
stops. Federal rules say you can’t erect structures that would affect the flood plain, i.e., which would cause 
Wagner Creek to come in the direction of the O.V. neighborhood.  However, it is allowed to put in foliage that 
is indigenous to the area, and it could be near the riparian corridor.  Columnar red cedar is a variety of tree 
that fulfills these criteria.  As living foliage, it doesn’t violate flood plain rules.  It gets really thick and really tall.  
NPIS proposes to plant these trees on the city‐owned side of the creek, in fairly thick proximity to each other 
(about 3 feet apart). It grows fairly rapidly and lasts a long time and gets pretty tall (30 to 40 feet tall).  It will 
be 6 feet to start, and grows about a foot per year.    ODOT has guidelines for doing this so that it optimizes 
sound insulation and doesn’t create an echo.    
 
The company’s traffic engineer says the idea is to put these trees as close as possible to the O.V. community’s 
property.  This will lead to better sight and sound barriers.   
 
Audience question:  What will happen to the existing trees and walkway?  Answer:  Developer has to be 
careful about taking out existing foliage, so most will remain “as is.” Trees would remain, unless they get in the 
way of the walkway.  The walkway will begin at West Valley View Rd and follow Wagner Creek to the end of 
the Travel Center property. There will also be a black chain‐link fence along the path to prevent pedestrians 
and bicyclists from going back and forth from the truck center to the O.V. neighborhood  

This is version 2 of the notes.  It includes 
revisions submitted by Dan Davis, Gerry 
Stone, and Bob Krohn. 



 
Audience question: The riparian area and common area is a bird sanctuary.  Big birds and quail.  What will 
happen to these?  Answer:  The developers will not be disturbing these.  The mayor said that the City has been 
planning a walkway for some time, with a walking bridge to Bear Creek Greenway eventually, and envisions 
maintaining these areas as “passive use.”  Zac Moody said it will be some time before the path is connected to 
the greenway.  (This is all part of the city’s long‐range plan to connect a walkway from Rapp Road to the 
Greenway.)   
 
Clarification about path (by Bob Krohn):  Starts near Brammo back entrance near street; path will run the east 
side of Wagner Creek.  On the west side is where the trees will go.   
 
Restaurant will be near street, convenience store farther back.  Banquet rooms, meeting rooms, etc.  Auto 
parking will be in front near W. Valley View, by restaurant.  Truck parking will mostly be pointed away from 
the neighborhood (long‐term parking).  Some short term parking will be closer to the neighborhood.  APUs 
(alternative power units) are planned toward back of property (where truckers can run heat and A/C without 
motors—however APU will not run refrigeration units—these trucks will need to park on the east side of the 
property, farthest from our neighborhood).  There will be a total of 30 parking spots for trucks.  For 
comparison, Petro has ~150.  The Talent location will be a fueling center primarily—developer goal for this 
center is to have trucks come in to fuel and then get them back on the highway without long layovers.   
 
Trucks running:  There will be some older trucks that have to run their engines.  Property managers will police 
the lot to keep this to a minimum.  Not really promised—more like they “will try.”  This will be a policy of the 
center and will require enforcemelnt by staff—it is to their financial advantage to get the trucks back on the 
road as soon as possible.   
 
RVs:  They can come in and get fuel, get propane, etc, but there will not be long term or overnight parking for 
them. 
 
Audience question:  How do trucks use the single lane to turn effectively?  Krohn:  We looked at several 
options and designed this several times with a focus group of site engineers and the design team.  Finally came 
up with a plan where trucks wait at light going west, then turn right near the creek.  They fuel up, move one 
way through the truck stop.  After fueling they turn right again, back toward the east, and their trailers will 
help reduce sound coming toward our neighborhood (somewhat).  Then they will be turning right again at the 
far northeast corner to start their egress from the center.  There was a followup question about the narrow 
right turn at this juncture, but Krohn said the turn will actually be much larger than it appears on the aerial.     
 
Tank issues:  The existing tanks are 20k‐gallon tanks at back of property behind our common area.  These old 
tanks are above ground tanks. They will be permanently removed, and that area will be capped with asphalt. 
The removal of tanks will happen this fall. 
 
      The new tanks will be on the east side of the property, and will be in‐ground tanks.  They are monitored 
closely by DEQ.  Must be a special double‐wall vinyl material with electronic sensors on both of those walls.  
More importantly, there are all kinds of sensors between the tanks and the pumps—and at joints in the lines. 
There are an average of 22 sensors in all including those within tank, fuel lines, and the actual fuel 
pump/dispenser units.  These tanks will be anchored in a well in the ground so that, in event of flood or 
seismic activity, they will not float up and are theoretically designed to will withstand an 8.2 subduction quake 
according to tank specifications.  We have to design for liquefaction (common in subduction quakes), where 
the soil becomes like quicksand.   
 



AQ:  What happens to gas station?  Answer:  They will be competitors for fueling.  They will still be there. 
 
AQ:  What if the project fails?  Is there insurance in case the project fails?  Answer:  The whole project is being 
financed.  Three lenders have looked at it positively.  There are performance bonds, which is basically act like 
insurance to see the project through. 
 
AQ:  Noise at night.  Also breathing problems.   Answer:  ODOT says the tree rows should absorb a lot of the 
sound and exhaust.   
 
AQ:  Could you change the entrance?    Answer:  Because of the city street adjacent to the gas station, the 
entrance must be at least a certain distance west.  The engineers looked at alternatives, but they were not 
economically feasible. Also, it could lead to trucks stacking up on W. Valley View, waiting to turn. The audience 
suggested that it would improve the project from the neighborhood perspective if the entrance could be 
moved further east from the creek. 
 
AQ:  Lighting.  Will lights be a problem for the neighborhood at night?  Answer:  The city has requirements that 
lighting be shielded and pointed away (omni‐directional).  Lights will be along the perimeter of the property, 
as well as in landscaped areas, but will not point toward our neighborhood.  There was also a request to move 
the restaurant to the West and possibly swap with the fueling station so [that] the building [would] shield the 
fueling station noise. 
 
AQ:  Fueling station:  An alternative was proposed, which was to move the station to the west and possibly 
swap positions with the fueling station, and so have the building as a shield from noise created by the fueling 
station.  Answer:  This was investigated, but because of floodway implications, this was deemed to be not an 
option. 
 
AQ:  What is the sound decibel level for large trucks?  (directed at Zac Moody)—Answer:  Not yet known. 
 
AQ:  Roads were intended to handle Walmart.  Is Walmart going to remain empty?  If another big vendor 
moves in there, will the road handle that increase?   Answer from Mayor:  ODOT’s road study assumed growth 
rates of traffic, and we have a long way to go before we’re even close to being saturated with traffic.  Answer 
from Zac:  We did studies of the impact of this interchange on various parts of the city.  Looked at maximum 
use of a business or residential site over a 20‐year period.  The study showed that the interchange will handle 
any of these issues.  Even when the road is reconfigured to accommodate the truck stop, there will be 
capacity.   
 
AQ:  Is there a state law that a semi‐truck cannot idle for more than 5 minutes an hour?  Answer:  Yes, but in 
Oregon they are exempt at temps above 75 and below 50 deg F. The suggestion was to have our residents and 
the city lobby to make the law the same as Calif – no exemptions for temp.   Krohn pointed out that if they 
violate the rule they are violating state law.  But an audience member pointed out that that will be mostly 
moot with no enforcement – and the gps will not tell how much idling for how long, only by fuel mileage, if 
significantly low.   
 
AQ:  I was told a truck stop would bring prostitution, drugs, and crime.  Are there studies about this?  Or 
examples of other truck stops with which to compare?  Answer:  There’s some truth to crime reports, at least 
in the past (the Route 66 days).  In the western states, truck stops are policed thoroughly.  Also, a trucker loses 
his license if he is caught even once in the solicitation of sex.  The other thing that has changed is the travel 
center model—with a store, a restaurant, and a broader array of the traveling public.  This center will be well 



lit and monitored 24 hours.  Your police chief in Talent sees this project as a plus for the city, because the 
potential crime in that area right now is higher than it will be with this project. 
 
AQ: Could the concrete wall stand on pilings that allow water to flood underneath, but which could do a better 
job of blocking noise, etc?   Answer:  We can investigate that; there are city ordinances and we would need to 
request variances.  Also a heavy concrete‐type wall lifted up in the air by posts or pillars could be a real 
engineering issue.  Also Krohn pointed out that ODOT also mentioned that concrete walls can have a noise 
deflection or echo problem with sound that natural hedges and trees don’t have since they tend to absorb 
sound rather than deflect it. 
 
AQ:  Security concerns again.  Right now, there are things going on along W. Valley View with transients asleep 
by the creek, looking in dumpsters, etc.  Will there truly be security along the walkway?  It’s already a 
problem!   Answer:  Our people are trained to be very observant.  They already have to stop theft, shoplifting, 
etc.  They’re given training on how to be vigilant.  They are also trained to call the police.  Any suspicious 
activities and behavior will be reported, including loitering.  NPIS actually has now given the Talent Police Dept 
authorization now to begin having people loitering, camping out, trespassing removed from the travel center 
site as well as having RV’s, trailers, campers move off the site and down the road.   
 
AQ:  Will there be a manager who is there 24/7?  Will there be someone in charge?  Answer:  The manager of 
the whole complex won’t be there all the time, night and day of course, but when general manager is not on 
site, there is always an assistant manager or supervisor on site and there is always a night manager.  Also 
there’s an accountant/bookkeeper.   
 
AQ:  Management and policing.  It sounds like the employees will just look out the window.  Answer:  In 
Oregon, people can’t pump their own gas; therefore, there is always someone outside.  Then there are people 
inside.  Question:  yes but they’re all working doing other jobs.  Answer:  We have generally not had to 
implement higher security at our Oregon and Florida sites.  The current plan for security should be adequate.  
If it proves not to be, then we will have to look at hired security, but this has not been the case at other travel 
centers.  The lighting, activity, people coming and going, seems to be the best deterrent to criminal element. 
 
AQ:  I understand you can pump your own diesel.  Answer:  Yes, including this county.  And in some low 
population counties you can pump your own gas.  Not in Jackson Co. 
 
AQ:  Regarding the Circle K gas station nearby.  Did your business plan look into how that location might 
actually help you in your fueling plans?  Could you buy that property to help address some of the concerns 
raised here today?  Answer:  We actually have asked made several inquiries related to purchasing the site, but 
at this point they do not want to sell.  Even if they did sell it to NPIS, it wouldn’t  help address our fueling 
needs enable us to revise or adjust our plans to have that property, because the flood lines go right across that 
property, and as a result that would severely limit what could be done.  If we were to ever be able to purchase 
that property, we would continue to operate it as a gas station just like it is now.  
 
AQ:  If things go perfectly, how long will this project take?  Answer:  We’d like to start Jan. 1, and finish within 
eight months.  But there will probably be permit and material delays, so figure on a year.     
 
AQ:  Sound and pollution suggestions:  Please look into where you have your entrance—the jut out.  You could 
move that to the other side and keep the same entrance pad size to give trucks a bit more room for turning 
right, which might reduce the noise of turning.  Also, there’s no reason I can see why you couldn’t put in 
acoustic fencing to further enhance noise baffling.  Finally, somebody needs to enforce the idling law.  Answer:  
Remember this center will have only 30 parking spaces, which is a lot easier to manage.  Question:  You could 



put in a short earthen berm.  Answer:  No, we’re not allowed to change the riparian corridor.  We can only 
change the ground level by one foot, no more.  (FEMA and Talent requirements).   
 
AQ:  Flood way vs. flood zone.  Krohn tried to explain that a “flood zone” (or more commonly referred to as 
the “flood plain”) is essentially that area at or lower than the FEMA established 100 year flood elevation (or 
flood line).  The “flood way” is an area that history has demonstrated (and/or that government surveyor 
topographical elevation maps determine) the flood waters of a creek that overflows its banks or that a former 
riverbed or flood waters will want to naturally flow in a flood event… Essentially the path flood waters will 
follow.   
 
AQ:  Do we know how this will affect valuation of properties?  Answer:  Mayor’s response—I own property in 
high density residential which interfaces with light industrial—Oregon Shakespeare.   It devalued my home.  
But it was disclosed in my paperwork in many places.  However, in this case, I don’t think you can know until 
the market bears that out.  Right now, people are anxious to get property, so it might have no impact.  In the 
case of Oak Valley, homeowners should have been informed that we were up against commercial property.  
THOSE IN ATTENDANCE DISPUTED WHETHER THIS INFO APPEARED IN THEIR DEEDS. 
 
AQ:  Is there a law in Talent for trucks to not use their jake breaks?  Answer:  Yes, there is.  Follow‐up:  Some 
truckers like to make that sound anyway.  We need a sign!   Answer:  Also they need to be ticketed. 
 
AQ:  Can we get more time?  Answer:  I don’t know if any new info will be possible in the time we have 
remaining.  We’re running up against the 120‐day window which is governed by state law.   
 
 AQ:  Western red cedars—I trust if you start building in January, the first thing you will do is put in those 
trees!‐‐Dust, noise, etc.   Answer: good point.    Mr. Krohn said he would look into the acoustic walls, too. 
 
AQ:  Who will pay for the roadway?  Answer:  Mayor pointed to the diesel tax just passed.  There’s been 
attempts to sell the property for years.  In order for that to happen, it really was necessary to ensure that road 
changes were paid for.  Every penny of the tax will go to roads. 
 
AQ:  I appreciate your trying to lessen the impact. But to me, it feels that if you have diesel trucks it WILL 
affect us.  I still have concerns.  I was recently at Chemult Pilot.  There were people who looked like homeless, 
going through the garbage.   (No response given—went on to another question.) 
 
AQ: What assurance can you give that your team will seriously investigate and try to implement solutions as 
proposed here today:  the acoustic walls, changing the design of the jut into traffic, developing a more 
proactive security plan, and planting those red cedars first when you begin?  Answer:  I will certainly look into 
the acoustic wall, but it depends on city allowances.    Trees will probably not be planted first.  It depends on 
how the bank treats this project.  If it treats it as landscaping, the trees will need to be put in when we do the 
rest of the landscaping.   
 
AQ:  Idling again.  The law allows longer idling at higher and lower temps.  So they will be running all the time!  
Answer:  Dan Davis responded we need to lobby Pam Marsh to change that exemption in the state law.   
 
AQ:  What kind of assurances do we have these things will be followed through, such as policing the idling of 
engines?    Answer from Krohn:  We are actively discussing these issues.  They will be addressed in our 
employee manual and in our training.  We’ve been meeting every Thursday, and we’ve been reading the many 
letters that have been coming in from residents.  Krohn expressed that they take the concerns and criticisms 
seriously and have made sincere efforts to come up with plans to address the issues raised, like the planting of 



the cedar trees to help mitigate noise, odors, and sight of trucks, and like the Alternative Power Unit 
installations to help reduce the need for drivers to idle their engines, and like the policies of what trucks park 
where and for how long and designing the parking lot so trucks face away from the neighborhood and exit on 
the opposite side of property from residences… these aren’t code requirements of the city, these are things 
we are voluntarily doing and at our expense to address issues raised by the folks in Oak Village.     
 
AQ:  Can we get complimentary lunch tickets to your restaurant??   
 
 
 



From: Zac Moody
To: "Wayne Freeman"
Subject: RE: Proposed Talent Truck Stop
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:39:00 AM

Mr. Freeman,
 
Thank you for providing the City with your comments.  These comments will be forwarded to the
Planning Commission for their consideration at the September 28, 2017 Commission meeting.  In the
meantime, you can review all of the application materials online and staff’s revised recommendation
and revised Planning Commission’s final order by clicking the link below.
 
http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121
 
Thank you,
 
Zac
 
Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540
 
Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org
 

From: Wayne Freeman [mailto:waynefreeman@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:32 AM
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org>
Subject: Proposed Talent Truck Stop
 

Dear Mr. Moody,

 

I live in the Oak Valley 55+ Community and am writing regarding the proposed new truck
stop right next door to us.  I have limited understanding on how pieces of land in a community
are zoned or approved for certain uses, so this email is not intended to delve into those
specifics.  But instead to focus on the real-life effects (I believe devastating) this proposed
truck stop would have on the residents of our community.

 

I'll start out by mentioning this proposed truck stop is already creating a great deal of angst
and dread in our community.  Just one example is a story that was shared with me by Katy
Fox, who lives just a few yards away from that parcel of land.  

mailto:waynefreeman@hotmail.com
http://www.cityoftalent.org/Page.asp?NavID=121
http://www.cityoftalent.org/


 

She told me truckers already regularly stop and use it as there private little rest area, but
usually only 1 or 2 will be sitting there at one time.  Katy mentioned that when this happens,
the idling engines rattle many things in her house.  She's just dreading what it would be like if
dozens of trucks would be out there at one time, 24 hrs/day, 7 days/week...

 

Another example: Though I live at the other end of this community, I often go for walks
through our idyllic neighborhood.  I have on many occasions heard "truck noises" from those
1 or 2 parked trucks.  And there's often much more noise than just the idling.  Sharp clanging,
squeaking, and other harrowing noises are common-place (wherever trucks congregate).

 

I very much enjoy my evening walks, often stopping for short chats with other residents.
 I'm really dreading how the much higher levels of noise and pollution from dozens of trucks
would bring calamitous disruption into our peaceful community.  -- At the end of this email, I
will post some comments  I found on a truckers' website by some long-ter truckers expressing
why they would NEVER want to live close to a truck stop.

-

My understanding is the City of Talent would stand to benefit from this development as a
result of a 3 cent tax on every gallon of fuel dispensed.  Apparently, this new income would be
used for upkeep of roads in the City.  On the surface, it would almost appear as "free money".
 Awfully hard to resist.

 

But if there's one axiom in life I prescribe to, it's that there's virtually always a price to pay for
anything of benefit.  I've long believed that if you were to take all the wisdom contained in
all the holy books of the world, and succinctly condense it down to a simple sentence, you
might just come up with the maxim, "There's NO free lunch".  -- It seems SOMEBODY
always has to pay in one manner or another for something of benefit.  

 

In the case of this proposed truck stop, I think the residents of our community would end up
paying an exorbitant price for this development.  Not only in the much greater levels of noise
and pollution, but to their property values as well.  It's not difficult for me to envision that
property values could go down anywhere from 10-25%, possibly more for those houses
directly adjacent to the truck stop.  (Would the City of Talent be willing to reimburse these
homeowners for their losses?)  

 

I realize the City wouldn't have the fuel tax income if this project was derailed (which I
sincerely hope it will be).  But speaking for myself, I would MUCH rather drive around Talent
on dirt roads, than be forced to somehow learn to tolerate the MAJOR disruption to our
community's quality of life.  Though I can't speak for everybody in our community about



wanting to completely derail this project (some might be satisfied with major amelioration), I
feel confident in stating many who live here would like to see it stopped altogether.  

-

There's documented evidence idling trucks near school properties significantly increase
adverse health effects in children (including cancer) who attend these schools.  Would
you want your children to be regularly breathing in high levels of diesel exhaust as they grow
through their formative years?  Since this is primarily a retirement community, would you
want your parents living next door to this kind of polluted environment?  

-

It seems to me that so far, too little consideration has been given to the Talent residents who
would be most adversely affected by a truck stop right next door to them.  The least I'm asking
for with this letter, is that the approval process for this development be put on hold for now. 

 

At this particularly critical juncture, I think Oak Valley and other Talent residents should be
given a greater opportunity to organize our thoughts, activities, and communications with the
City.   When considering the fairly calamitous disruption a truck stop at the entrance to our
wonderful community would bring, I don't think an extension of the approval process is too
much to ask for.

 

I think such an extension would give you, the planning commission, and the residents of
Talent the opportunity to more seriously consider, "Is this development really in the
best interests of our community?"  When considering the unique aspects of the parcel of
land in question (right at the entrance of Talent, and two different streams running adjacent to
it), it just seems that some other type of development would be MUCH more appropriate.  If a
truck stop ends up there, it seems it would be there literally forever.  Which I feel would be a
most unfortunate, even dismal outcome.

 

To summarize, this proposed truck stop just strikes me as not being at all in the interests of our
Oak Valley Community, nor the City of Talent and its other residents.  -- To emphasize the
gist of this letter, I would leave you with one final question, "Would you want to live (and try
to sleep) next door to a noisy, polluting truck stop?"

 

Thanks much for reading.

 

Best, Wayne

 



Wayne Schlegelmilch

aka Wayne Freeman

301 Oak Valley Drive

541-897-4402

 

P.S.  I sincerely thank you for your service to the City of Talent.

..........................................................................

 

Here's those trucker comments I mentioned earlier.  As I re-read them, it just strikes me so
clearly that a truck stop sited right next to a retirement community with 80 some houses and
150 some residents does not even remotely meet even a most basic "common sense test".   
 
Seems these many residents are being asked to make a huge quality of life sacrifice for the
benefit of one developer.

 

Curtis Lambert

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 11:48 PM

I wouldn’t even want a truck stop next to my house either ! Why because
all the traffic day and night and the noise. Pick a better location away
from homes !
[http://the%20truckers%20report/]MrbigR504

   
JANUARY 14, 2017 AT 10:10 AM

I agree! I’m a trucker and as much as i like a nice new fully loaded truck
stop with plenty of parking, I would not want it close to my house! A few
blocks away is cool so i wont hear the jakes when they exit the hwy. But
still close enough where i can still enjoy it.
Mack

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 6:39 AM

I wouldn’t want a truck stop next to my house either, and I am a trucker.
However I wouldn’t mind it a couple of miles outside of town.

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008879&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=RmB9lGCiul1V0DSrAgyqBeKXpPCVx3wM8s44ONLgq8A%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008923&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=sgzneDOagru7sNm0a50Tqvv6slNzs2qd1NU%2BAd7VxP4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008715&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=cnmJ3q0EZ6%2BGqKyjqAxE7hES%2Fxs%2BCGt5AhrCOMfKGRc%3D&reserved=0


FRANK BROADWAY III

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 7:06 AM

And you're right. Who really would want trucks idling all night next to
their window. Kinda takes away privacy of your dwell spot. 

Having been a user of truck stops for nearly 25 years I can fully
sympathize with the towns position. Who wants the litter, bottles of pee
and grocery sacks containing human waste that litters the ground of these
modern s*** pits.

And what about the increased noise pollution? Don’t get me started on the
retards that roll into truck stops at 2am at 20 miles an hour with the jakes
blatting all to hell.
Steve Easton

   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 8:41 PM

... Got to agree with you. ...  It is why Walmart has clamped down on
parking. ...
Rob
   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 3:20 PM

As a 30 year plus driver this story sickens me.  ... anyone who has driven
trucks for any length of time has seen the piss bottles and crap
bags thrown out the windows of trucks.  Trucks with straight pipes
thundering through towns at night with jack roaring and the garbage
everywhere trucks park... 
Nicolas D.
   
JANUARY 13, 2017 AT 9:37 PM

I’m a trucker and honestly I understand them. It’s a tiny quiet town and all
of a sudden you want to slap one of the bigger sized Love’s in the country
right there? Complete with piss bottles, reefers, APU, idling trucks, tire
shop ruffle, people who “ran out of gas” every day of the week at the
same spot…

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008723&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=%2BeoAP1KGFZKqnx8YpWacv51hhqYXFwGAtXshqtCs5aY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008862&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=nId57a8z4CNu0TRHr1F9t6pz4E6%2FlBeCHiRdnq2%2FnPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008820&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=0OLbyqSWT9CPzpMoVFK2mdQJlTKK7EhMrYlqD%2By3Fak%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thetruckersreport.com%2Ftown-protesting-proposed-truck-stop-think-truckers%2F%23comment-1008870&data=02%7C01%7Czmoody%40cityoftalent.org%7Ca72f271bf3414d419e6408d501d7b1d0%7C9cdecec75b5342cd9615dc6a321e6993%7C0%7C0%7C636416948274368238&sdata=xmQaSPBqzwFbwIrOU4HvGFPEAcT39nV5i6M1T5gCoJc%3D&reserved=0


From: Zac Moody
To: Garry Hood
Bcc: Felicia Hazel; Dave Pastizzo; Daniel Milan; Brenda Schwietzer; Allison French; Joi Riley; Dorian Hastings; Mayor

Stricker; Tom Corrigan
Subject: RE: Truck stop
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 3:32:36 PM

Mr.  Hood,

Thank you for your additional comments.  As I mentioned previously, I will forward these to
the Planning Commission for their consideration.  My response here is being forwarded to the
Commission, Mayor and City Manager via email.

As you may already be aware of, the City is limited to addressing only the regulations within
the Talent Zoning Code and Talent Comprehensive Plan.  With that said, I will provide the
Commission a formal response from Staff at the public hearing next Thursday.  Staff's
response will be limited to the applicable standards and criteria as allowed by State Law.  

If you have any further questions about the process, please feel free to contact me.  

Thank you,

Zac

Zac Moody
Community Development Director
City of Talent
110 E. Main Street
Talent, Oregon 97540

Office:  541-535-7401
www.cityoftalent.org

-------- Original message --------
From: Garry Hood <hoodinbox@gmail.com> 
Date: 09/22/2017 2:54 PM (GMT-08:00) 
To: Zac Moody <ZMoody@cityoftalent.org> 
Subject: Truck stop 

Hi Zac and planning commission, City of Talent:

By now you must be aware of two things, namely that many City of Talent residents, and
especially residents of the Oak Valley fifty-five plus planned community, where I live (a) need
more time to research, evaluate and respond to the proposed Travel Center and (b) are
generally opposed to the construction of such a center. There are many issues, both practical
and legal, many of them complex, and while I and many others may address them in emails
and letters as well as in person at the upcoming meeting, we really need more time.
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This being said, I will address some issues here as best I can given the time constraints, as will
others in emails and letters in more detail. This is an organized effort and I support the
concerns of others of us who have grouped together, regardless of whether I have addressed
them here, or whether I have addressed them in as much detail. Here we go:

Non-continuos operation of the “trucking business” of the “Talent Truck Stop” (per filing with
the Oregon Secretary of State under that name)

I and my neighbors have not seen any evidence in years that the Talent Truck Stop has been
operating a commercial business at the site. The restaurant has been closed for years and none
of us has seen any truck fueling or maintenance activity nor anyone on the premises that looks
like a company person. I drive and walk by the site all the time as do my neighbors. Yes,
diesel truckd and motor homes park there, but in small numbers, and often the old gravel and
dirt lot is actually empty of any vehicles at all. It is more on the order of vehicles parking in a
ghost town. It appears to be entirely abandoned, and that is why trucks and motor homes park
there, because it is unattended, free, and they can do anything they want. What proof has the
applicant submitted that there was and is an established, continuous commercial operation at
the site? What measures has the city undertaken to verify a claim of continuous conforming
use? The city should check utility bills among other things. Heck, have the utilities even been
turned on during the last few months and years?

Unfair competition

Right next door to the proposed travel center is an existing, thriving gas station. Many of us
are concerned that the new development may, whether intentionally or unintentionally, put the
existing station out of business. The new development may be able to afford to sell fuel at cost
or below cost and make up losses on other revenue or even lose money until the existing
station folds, then raise their prices, coming out ahead in the long run, then having a location
monopoly. The city has leveled a 3% tax on diesel fuel which applies to both operations,
which puts the existing station at a pricing disadvantage versus other stations up the road.
Truck drivers have apps telling them where the cheapest diesel fuel is ahead, and their fuel
tanks are so large that they can cross the entire state without refueling, and of course with a
big tank a few cents a gallon price difference translates into real dollars. Do you want an
abandoned gas station here in Talent? In Portland, I had one half a block from my house,
fenced in, falling down and covered with weeds. No one would touch it for years, because of
the cost of decommission of the underground fuel tanks and removing of the contaminated
soil. Local government eventually rehabilitated the site and we taxpayers footed the bill. Is the
City of Talent prepared to do the same? If the applicant engages in unfair competition either
under state or federal law, is the City prepared to take action? Do you even want to have to
figure that out? I moved to small town of Talent to get away from this kind of concern.
Besides, which do you think people will remember as the gateway to Talent, the new
roundabout development or an abandoned gas station?

Earthquake safety



Allowing any new underground fuel tanks in alluvial soil close to a water shed in a subduction
earthquake zone where the quake could be as high as 9.6 with a duration as high as six
minutes is nothing short of folly- particularly when truckers can easily fuel up in more
geologically sound locations. If you aren't already aware, pretty much the whole of Talent lies
on alluvial soil which experiences liquification in a major quake (causing water, sewer and gas
lines and fuel tanks to rise up and rupture). If I am not mistaken, the proposed site lies
specifically on Medford Gravelly Loam- typical gravel and sand (alluvial) soil deposited by
thousands of years of historical floods (my nearby house sits in this soil). While the applicant
intends to meet fuel tank standards designed to withstand an 8.0 quake (a) such standards often
fall short (think Fukishima tsunami sea wall) and (b) geologists no longer expect a maximum
8.0 quake, but rather a minimum 8.0 quake. This is because not so long ago geologists thought
the big one would be centered off the western shore where the nature of the rock would not
permit a quake larger than 8.0, and this is what the 8.0 construction standard is based on. More
recently geologists have concluded that the quake will be centered inland and be as high as 9.6
and closer to us here than thought. Note also that the epicenter of a subduction zone quake
forms a long line and not a single point like the typical California quake or even the great
Alaskan quake in the sixties. If you remember your high school physics, while energy such as
an earthquake shock wave emanating from a point source dissipates by the square of the
distance (dissipates rapidly), not so from a line source where it dissipates linearly (more
gradually). Compare the coming monster quake to the typical California quake, where a 9
point quake is a hundred times more powerful than a California 7, emanating from a line
source with a duration measured in minutes not seconds, and on alluvial soil versus clay soil.
Some will say we are far enough away, but we are closer that once thought, shock waves will
dissipate more gradually and most importantly the shaking will last just as long here as at the
epicenter. The duration is a real killer. As far as I know, the only safe way to bury a fuel tank
at the site is to dig down deep and anchor to bed rock.

Sound Barrier

The city needs to either amend the building code to allow, or grant a variance to allow the
construction of a sound barrier within 35 feet of the floodway, subject to FEMA requirements,
and then require the applicant to build such a sound barrier. See my previous emails for
details.

Regards,

Garry Hood

211 Christopher Way

Talent, Oregon 97540











9-25-17  (Truck) Travel Center Meeting with Developer  
(Mr. Bob Krohn, Northwest Properties and Investment Services --NPIS) 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  About 34 people, including Mr. Krohn, Mayor Darcy Ayers-Flood, and Zac Moody.  
 
OPENING:  Gerry Stone, facilitator of the meeting, acknowledged not everyone shares the same views.  But IF 
we have to have a truck stop, let’s try to make it the best possible truck stop. 
 
PRESENTATION BY BOB KROHN:   
He represents the owner.  They refer to it as a travel center—a place for community to gather.  In LaPine they 
bought an old truck stop and redesigned it. (Gordy’s Truck Center)  They like to be a part of the community.  In 
LaPine they help support schools and other programs. 
 
The Talent (Truck) Travel Center is envisioned as a full-service center: convenience store, home cooking café, 
car and truck fueling.   Building design will not be industrial looking, not cold or sterile looking; they try to 
make them more homey, lodge style—attractive to the traveling public. 
 
This site was selected because it is already zoned for these uses.  It has been a truck service/dispatch area for 
~52 years.  City’s planning has it zoned for that, and it is zoned properly according to state law.    
 
Secondly:  When Talent completed its transportation study and adopted its transportation plan, it anticipated 
and assumed a big-box retailer or comparable user on the Wal-Mart site.  So with a much smaller enterprise 
there (Brammo), we are currently well below the anticipated traffic for this area through the year 2032, the 
year through which city planning was geared.  Also the city assumed when they did the transportation plan 
that the old truck stop site would be fully developed out with a new truck stop or some other use consistent 
with its commercial zone.  Even if this truck center operates at full capacity, traffic will still be below what the 
City planned for. 
 
Krohn showed aerial photo and the current foliage behind Oak Valley Drive.  We do not have year-round 
foliage currently, but that will change with the addition of red cedars.  Krohn said based on the written and 
oral testimony that the developer has looked into options for addressing noise, odors, sight of viewing truck 
stops. Federal rules say you can’t erect structures that would affect the flood plain, i.e., which would cause 
Wagner Creek to come in the direction of the O.V. neighborhood.  However, it is allowed to put in foliage that 
is indigenous to the area, and it could be near the riparian corridor.  Columnar red cedar is a variety of tree 
that fulfills these criteria.  As living foliage, it doesn’t violate flood plain rules.  It gets really thick and really tall.  
NPIS proposes to plant these trees on the city-owned side of the creek, in fairly thick proximity to each other 
(about 3 feet apart). It grows fairly rapidly and lasts a long time and gets pretty tall (30 to 40 feet tall).  It will 
be 6 feet to start, and grows about a foot per year.    ODOT has recommendations for doing this so that it 
optimizes sound insulation and doesn’t create an echo.    
 
The company’s traffic engineer says the idea is to put these trees as close as possible to the O.V. community’s 
property.  This will lead to better sight and sound barriers.   
 
Audience question:  What will happen to the existing trees and walkway?  Answer:  Developer has to be 
careful about taking out existing foliage, so most will remain “as is.” Trees would remain, unless they get in the 
way of the walkway.  The walkway will begin at West Valley View Rd and follow Wagner Creek to the end of 
the Travel Center property. There will also be a black chain-link fence along the path to prevent pedestrians 
and bicyclists from going back and forth from the truck center to the O.V. neighborhood  

This is version 3 of the notes.  Since the 2nd 
version, new changes have been inserted in 
blue.  They are from Bob Krohn and Dan 
Davis. 



 
Audience question: The riparian area and common area is a bird sanctuary.  Big birds and quail.  What will 
happen to these?  Answer:  The developers will not be disturbing these.  The mayor said that the City has been 
planning a walkway for some time, with a walking bridge to Bear Creek Greenway eventually, and envisions 
maintaining these areas as “passive use.”  Zac Moody said it will be some time before the path is connected to 
the greenway.  (This is all part of the city’s long-range plan to connect a walkway from Rapp Road to the 
Greenway.)   
 
Clarification about path (by Bob Krohn):  Starts near Brammo back entrance near street; path will run the east 
side of Wagner Creek.  On the west side is where the trees will go.   
 
Restaurant will be near street, convenience store farther back.  Banquet rooms, meeting rooms, etc.  Auto 
parking will be in front near W. Valley View, by restaurant.  Truck parking will mostly be pointed away from 
the neighborhood (long-term parking).  Some short term parking will be closer to the neighborhood.  APUs 
(alternative power units) are planned toward back of property (where truckers can run heat and A/C without 
motors—however APU will not run refrigeration units—these trucks will need to park on the east side of the 
property, farthest from our neighborhood).  There will be a total of 30 parking spots for trucks.  For 
comparison, Petro has ~150.  The Talent location will be a fueling center primarily—developer goal for this 
center is to have trucks come in to fuel and then get them back on the highway without long layovers.   
 
Trucks running:  There will be some older trucks that have to run their engines.  Property managers will police 
the lot to keep this to a minimum.  Not really promised—more like they “will try.”  This will be a policy of the 
center and will require enforcement by staff—it is to their financial advantage to get the trucks back on the 
road as soon as possible.   
 
RVs:  They can come in and get fuel, get propane, etc, but there will not be long term or overnight parking for 
them. 
 
Audience question:  How do trucks use the single lane to turn effectively?  Krohn:  We looked at several 
options and designed this several times with a focus group of site engineers and the design team.  Finally came 
up with a plan where trucks wait at light going west, then turn right near the creek.  They fuel up, move one 
way through the truck stop.  After fueling they turn right again, back toward the east, and their trailers will 
help reduce sound coming toward our neighborhood (somewhat).  Then they will be turning right again at the 
far northeast corner to start their egress from the center.  There was a follow-up question about the narrow 
right turn at this juncture, but Krohn said the turn as currently designed provides a very wide radius for 
trucks to negotiate the turn, actually larger than it appears on the aerial.     
 
Tank issues:  The existing tanks are 20k-gallon tanks at back of property behind our common area.  These old 
tanks are above ground tanks. They will be permanently removed, and that area will be capped with asphalt. 
The removal of tanks will happen this fall. 
 
      The new tanks will be on the east side of the property, and will be in-ground tanks.  They are monitored 
closely by DEQ.  Must be a special double-wall vinyl material with electronic sensors on both of those walls.  
More importantly, there are all kinds of sensors between the tanks and the pumps—they can actually 
monitor for leaks in the lines. There are an average of 22 sensors in all including those within tank, fuel lines, 
and the actual fuel pump/dispenser units.  These tanks will be anchored in a well in the ground so that, in 
event of flood or seismic activity, they will not float up and are theoretically designed to withstand an 8.2 
subduction quake according to tank specifications.  We have to design for liquefaction (common in subduction 
quakes), where the soil becomes like quicksand.   



 
AQ:  What happens to gas station?  Answer:  They will be competitors for fueling.  They will still be there. 
 
AQ:  What if the project fails?  Is there insurance in case the project fails?  Answer:  The whole project is being 
financed.  Three lenders have looked at it positively.  In projects this large and of this nature they generally 
require There are performance bonds, which is basically act like insurance to see the that the project is 
completed in accordance with the plans. 
 
AQ:  Noise at night.  Also breathing problems.   Answer:  Representatives from ODOT reported that says the 
tree rows should absorb a lot of the sound and exhaust.   
 
AQ:  Could you change the entrance?    Answer:  Because of the city street adjacent to the gas station, the 
entrance must be at least a certain distance west.  The engineers looked at alternatives, but found that 
maintaining access drive separation requirements and stacking distances from the signalized intersection 
ruled out many alternatives.  Also, it could lead to trucks stacking up on W. Valley View, waiting to turn. The 
audience suggested that it would improve the project from the neighborhood perspective if the entrance 
could be moved further east from the creek. 
 
AQ:  Lighting.  Will lights be a problem for the neighborhood at night?  Answer:  The city has requirements that 
lighting be shielded and pointed away (illumination is directional, not omni-directional).  Lights will be along 
the perimeter of the property, as well as in landscaped areas, but will not point toward our neighborhood.  
There was also a request to move the restaurant to the West and possibly swap with the fueling station so 
that the building would shield the fueling station noise. 
 
AQ:  Fueling station:  An alternative was proposed, which was to move the station to the west and possibly 
swap positions with the fueling station, and so have the building as a shield from noise created by the fueling 
station.  Answer:  This was investigated, but because of floodway implications, this was deemed to be not an 
option, also maintaining access point separations to avoid congestion on the street was an issue with other 
design options considered. 
 
AQ:  What is the sound decibel level for large trucks?  (directed at Zac Moody)—Answer:  Not yet known. 
 
AQ:  Roads were intended to handle Walmart.  Is Walmart going to remain empty?  If another big vendor 
moves in there, will the road handle that increase?   Answer from Mayor:  ODOT’s road study assumed growth 
rates of traffic, and we have a long way to go before we’re even close to being saturated with traffic.  Answer 
from Zac:  We did studies of the impact of this interchange on various parts of the city.  Looked at maximum 
use of a business or residential site over a 20-year period.  The study showed that the interchange will handle 
any of these issues.  Even when the road is reconfigured to accommodate the truck stop, there will be 
capacity.   
 
AQ:  Is there a state law that a semi-truck cannot idle for more than 5 minutes an hour?  Answer:  Yes, but in 
Oregon they are exempt at temps above 75 and below 50 deg F. The suggestion was to have our residents and 
the city lobby to make the law the same as Calif – no exemptions for temp.   Krohn pointed out that if they 
violate the rule they are violating state law.  But an audience member pointed out that that will be mostly 
moot with no enforcement – and the GPS will not tell how much idling for how long, only by fuel mileage, if 
significantly low.   
 
AQ:  I was told a truck stop would bring prostitution, drugs, and crime.  Are there studies about this?  Or 
examples of other truck stops with which to compare?  Answer:  There’s some truth to crime reports, at least 



in the past (the Route 66 days).  In the western states, truck stops are policed thoroughly.  Also, a trucker can 
lose his license in Oregon if he is caught even once in the solicitation of sex.  The other thing that has changed 
is the travel center model—with a store, a restaurant, and a broader array of the traveling public.  This center 
will be well lit and monitored 24 hours.  Your police chief in Talent sees this project as a plus for the city, 
because the potential crime in that area right now is higher than it will be with this project. 
 
AQ: Could the concrete wall stand on pilings that allow water to flood underneath, but which could do a better 
job of blocking noise, etc?   Answer:  We can investigate that; there are city ordinances and we would need to 
request variances.  Also a heavy concrete-type wall lifted up in the air by posts or pillars could be a real 
engineering issue.  Also Krohn pointed out that ODOT also mentioned that concrete walls can have a noise 
deflection or echo problem with sound that natural hedges and trees don’t have since they tend to absorb 
sound rather than deflect it. 
 
AQ:  Security concerns again.  Right now, there are things going on along W. Valley View with transients asleep 
by the creek, looking in dumpsters, etc.  Will there truly be security along the walkway?  It’s already a 
problem!   Answer:  Our people are trained to be very observant.  They already have to stop theft, shoplifting, 
etc.  They’re given training on how to be vigilant.  They are also trained to call the police.  Any suspicious 
activities and behavior will be reported, including loitering.  NPIS actually has now given the Talent Police Dept 
authorization now to begin having people loitering, camping out, trespassing removed from the travel center 
site as well as having RV’s, trailers, campers move off the site and down the road.   
 
AQ:  Will there be a manager who is there 24/7?  Will there be someone in charge?  Answer:  The manager of 
the whole complex won’t be there all the time, night and day of course, but when general manager is not on 
site, there is always an assistant manager or supervisor on site and there is always a night manager.  Also 
there’s an accountant/bookkeeper.   
 
AQ:  Management and policing.  It sounds like the employees will just look out the window.  Answer:  In 
Oregon, people can’t pump their own gas; therefore, there is always someone outside.  Then there are people 
inside.  Question:  yes but they’re all working doing other jobs.  Answer:  We have generally not had to 
implement higher security at our Oregon and Florida sites.  The current plan for security should be adequate.  
If it proves not to be, then we will have to look at hired security, but this has not been the case at other travel 
centers.  The lighting, activity, people coming and going, seems to be the best deterrent to criminal element. 
 
AQ:  I understand you can pump your own diesel.  Answer:  Yes, including this county.  And in some low 
population counties you can pump your own gas.  Not in Jackson Co. 
 
AQ:  Regarding the Circle K gas station nearby.  Did your business plan look into how that location might 
actually help you in your fueling plans?  Could you buy that property to help address some of the concerns 
raised here today?  Answer:  We actually have made inquiries related to purchasing the site, but at this point 
they do not want to sell.  Even if they did sell it to us, it wouldn’t enable us to revise or adjust our plans to 
have that property, because the flood lines go right across that property, and as a result that would severely 
limit what could be done.  If we were to ever be able to purchase that property, we would continue to operate 
it as a gas station just like it is now.  
 
AQ:  If things go perfectly, how long will this project take?  Answer:  We’d like to start Jan. 1, and finish within 
eight months.  But there will probably be permit and material delays, so figure on a year.     
 
AQ:  Sound and pollution suggestions:  Please look into where you have your entrance—the jut out.  You could 
move that to the other side and keep the same entrance pad size to give trucks a bit more room for turning 



right, which might reduce the noise of turning.  Also, there’s no reason I can see why you couldn’t put in 
acoustic fencing to further enhance noise baffling.  Finally, somebody needs to enforce the idling law.  Answer:  
Remember this center will have only 30 parking spaces, which is a lot easier to manage.  Question:  You could 
put in a short earthen berm.  Answer:  No, we’re not allowed to change the riparian corridor.  We can only 
change the ground level by one foot, no more.  (FEMA and Talent requirements).    Amendment added 
9/27/17:  The bump out on the east side of the truck entrance should be moved to the west side and a right 
turn lane added so that trucks can slow down to turn without impeding traffic (if/when the road diet 
happens, this will become a necessity) and trucks can access the entrance with a shorter radius turn. This 
means they will not have to slow nearly to a crawl to turn and then accelerate over the gutter hump. Thus 
less noise and less pollution.  

 
 
AQ:  Flood way vs. flood zone.  Krohn tried to explain that a “flood zone” (or more commonly referred to as 
the “flood plain”) is essentially that area at or lower than the FEMA established 100 year flood elevation (or 
flood line).  The “flood way” is an area that history has demonstrated (and/or that government surveyor 
topographical elevation maps determine) the flood waters of a creek that overflows its banks or that a former 
riverbed or flood waters will want to naturally flow in a flood event… Essentially the path flood waters will 
follow.   
 
AQ:  Do we know how this will affect valuation of properties?  Answer:  Mayor’s response—I own property in 
high density residential which interfaces with light industrial—Oregon Shakespeare.   It devalued my home.  
But it was disclosed in my paperwork in many places.  However, in this case, I don’t think you can know until 
the market bears that out.  Right now, people are anxious to get property, so it might have no impact.  In the 
case of Oak Valley, homeowners should have been informed that we were up against commercial property.  
THOSE IN ATTENDANCE DISPUTED WHETHER THIS INFO APPEARED IN THEIR DEEDS. 
 
AQ:  Is there a law in Talent for trucks to not use their jake breaks?  Answer:  Yes, there is.  Follow-up:  Some 
truckers like to make that sound anyway.  We need a sign!   Answer:  Also they need to be ticketed. 
 
AQ:  Can we get more time?  Answer:  I don’t know if any new info will be possible in the time we have 
remaining.  We’re running up against the 120-day window which is governed by state law.   
 
 AQ:  Western red cedars—I trust if you start building in January, the first thing you will do is put in those 
trees!--Dust, noise, etc.   Answer: good point.    Mr. Krohn said he would look into the acoustic walls, too. 
 
AQ:  Who will pay for the roadway?  Answer:  Mayor pointed to the diesel tax just passed.  There’s been 
attempts to sell the property for years.  In order for that to happen, it really was necessary to ensure that road 
changes were paid for.  Every penny of the tax will go to roads. 
 
AQ:  I appreciate your trying to lessen the impact. But to me, it feels that if you have diesel trucks it WILL 
affect us.  I still have concerns.  I was recently at Chemult Pilot.  There were people who looked like homeless, 
going through the garbage.   (No response given—went on to another question.) 
 
AQ: What assurance can you give that your team will seriously investigate and try to implement solutions as 
proposed here today:  the acoustic walls, changing the design of the jut into traffic, developing a more 
proactive security plan, and planting those red cedars first when you begin?  Answer:  I will certainly look into 
the acoustic wall, but it depends on city allowances.    Trees will probably not be planted first.  It depends on 



how the bank treats this project.  If it treats it as landscaping, the trees will need to be put in when we do the 
rest of the landscaping.   
 
AQ:  Idling again.  The law allows longer idling at higher and lower temps.  So they will be running all the time!  
Answer:  Dan Davis responded we need to lobby Pam Marsh to change that exemption in the state law.  
Amendment added 9/27/17:  We and the City need to lobby the state via our rep  ( and ODOT) to change the 
idling law to match California's law - no exemptions for temps. If trucks can meet this in California, they can 
surely do it in S. Oregon.     https://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truck-idling/factsheet.pdf      

Quote from CARB press release: 
(Emissions from diesel particulate matter are associated with causing a variety of health effects 
including premature death and a number of heart and lung diseases. A recent study looking at 
the health impacts to Bay Area residents posed by diesel emissions estimates the yearly non-
cancer health impacts resulting from exposure to port-related diesel particulate matter 
emissions in the area: 18 premature deaths (age 30 and older), 290 asthma attacks, 2,600 days 
of work loss, and 15,000 minor restricted activity episodes. Most of the risk comes from diesel 
particulate matter emissions from trucks traveling on nearby freeways and marine vessel traffic 
in the San Francisco Bay Area unrelated to the Port of Oakland) 

.   
 
AQ:  What kind of assurances do we have these things will be followed through, such as policing the idling of 
engines?    Answer from Krohn:  We are actively discussing these issues.  They will be addressed in our 
employee manual and in our training.  We’ve been meeting every Thursday, and we’ve been reading the many 
letters that have been coming in from residents.  Krohn expressed that they take the concerns and criticisms 
seriously and have made sincere efforts to come up with plans to address the issues raised, like the planting of 
the cedar trees to help mitigate noise, odors, and sight of trucks, and like the Alternative Power Unit 
installations to help reduce the need for drivers to idle their engines, and like the policies of what trucks park 
where and for how long and designing the parking lot so trucks face away from the neighborhood and exit on 
the opposite side of property from residences… these aren’t code requirements of the city, these are things 
we are voluntarily doing and at our expense to address issues raised by the folks in Oak Village.     
 
AQ:  Can we get complimentary lunch tickets to your restaurant??   
 
 
 

https://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truck-idling/factsheet.pdf
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