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From the Mayor’s Office

Talent Council has been on a good long search 
to find a new City Manager who will lead the fine 
team at City Hall, managing excellent essential 
services and leading our goals into reality.  Time 
and effort has gone into a critical change in 
leadership, because we know the next 5 to 10 
years will be challenging and, in some ways, 
transformative for Talent.  We are pleased to 
have found a leader who will bring “good fit” 
experiences, skills and professional values, that 
will give Talent an edge into our next years.  Our 

search concluded in August; hiring Sandra Spelliscy to join the Talent team in 
pursuit of a new level of excellence!

Sandy comes from a background in rural, small town government, having 
served a four-year term as a member of the Mt. Shasta, California City Council. 
She is experienced in municipal planning and land use, having spent five years 
as a city planning commissioner. She grew up and attended college in southern 
California and earned a law degree at the University of California, Davis, which 
led to a decades-long career as an environmental professional and non-profit 
administrator, mostly in and around the state capitol in Sacramento. Sandy loves 
to travel and has lived abroad in Mexico, France, and Nicaragua. She speaks 
(almost) fluent Spanish. She and her husband recently relocated to Ashland 
from Mt Shasta, where they live in a net-zero home.

Please stop by City Hall sometime and give Sandy a warm Talent welcome.  
She is excited to engage with residents and hear from folks about what they feel 
are priorities for Talent.

The Flash, which occupies the following two pages, is a publication of the City of Talent and is editorially separate from the rest of the Talent News 
and Review.  All content and editorial choices contained in the rest of the paper are the sole responsibility of the TNR and are not in any way  
associated with the City of Talent.  -JG

THE FLASH

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood

The Bee City: Call for 
Volunteers  

The Bee City USA Talent 
Subcommittee would like to have 
more volunteers.  We promote 
activities and education regarding 
our pollinators, certify pollinator 
gardens with the Talent Garden 
Club, and participate in the Harvest 
Festival Parade.  Our meeting 
time is the second Tuesday of the 
month from 4:00 to 6:00.  Please 
call for our meeting place.

For further details, contact:  
Dolly Warden   

dolly.warden17@gmail.com 
541-897-9965

49th Annual Harvest Festival
By Erin Zelinka  
Harvest Festival Committee
Did you know that the City of Talent’s The Harvest Festival will take place this 
year on Saturday, October 6, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., at Talent City Hall and the 
skate park. 
The day kicks off at 8 a.m. with a 5k/10k race organized by Southern Oregon 
Runners, with an award ceremony afterward at The Grotto. 
At 10 a.m., the Grand Parade will start down Main Street, featuring Grand 
Marshall Lester Naught. Les was the Public Works Superintendent for over 30 
years, and we want to celebrate his service! The theme of the parade this year 
is Harvest Dreams.
There will be something for everyone, with musical performances by Emily Turn-
er (10:45 a.m. - Noon), Slow Corpse (12:30 - 2 p.m.) and The Brothers Reed 
(2:30 - 4 p.m.) on the main stage.
In the beer and wine garden, Caldera Brewing Company and Paschal Winery 
will serve up local beverages, and local food carts will also be onsite.
Children’s entertainment will include an inflatable obstacle course, a dunk tank, 
two-person joust, demonstrations by ScienceWorks, balloon creations by Ingalls’ 
balloons and more.
The Harvest Home section is back with apple pressing, hens, the Rogue Valley 
Weavers & Spinners, and children’s vendor booths with organic veggies from 
the generous Fry Family Farm
The arts are represented as well, with local artisans with items for sale and live 
plein air painting by local artist Jenay Elder.
Please join us for this free, family-friendly, zero-waste event, which would not be 
possible without our generous community partners:
Providence Health & Services, Recology Ashland, Avista, RH2 Engineering, 
Pacific Power, Medicap Pharmacy, State Farm Insurance Agent Brad Linnell, 
Fabricated Glass, Middleway Acupuncture & Herbs, Welburn Electric, The Grot-
to, and Debi Rappaport, LMT & JSJ Practitioner.

Department Update
By Chief Tim Doney
It is that time of year when people are taking vacations. The Talent Police 
Department (TPD) is offering some common-sense tips that may help you 
not fall victim to thieves and burglars when you are away. Please take a few 
moments to think about and implement a plan before leaving on vacation.

• Install good locks on doors and windows and use them;

• Make sure your residence looks occupied; utilize timers on lights, 
radios and/or televisions;

• Ask neighbors to watch your residence or ask TPD to perform vacation 
home checks while you are gone; call TPD at 541-535-1253 for more 
information on home checks conducted by volunteers;

• Notify the US Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx to hold deliveries while 
away or arrange for a neighbor or relative to pick up your mail and 
newspaper while you are gone;

• Have a neighbor place a garbage can at the street on the normal pick-
up date and return it;

• Do not announce your absence on personal answering machines or 
social media.

• 
Please contact us with any non-emergency questions and concerns at 541-
535-1253 and, of course, 911 for emergencies.
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Volunteer Serice  
Awards

The Volunteer Service Award will 
now be awarded on a quarterly 

basis hosted by the City of Talent. 
Nominate your favorite local 

volunteers at Talent City Hall or 
online at bit.ly/VSAnominatons. 

Election Schedule
The Jackson County General  

Election will take place on  
Nov. 6, 2018. 

Prospective candidates should 
keep the following timeline in mind:

Sept. 10, 2018: Last day to file 
candidate statements for voters’ 
pamphlet. 

Nov. 6, 2018: General Election 
Day.

For further details, visit   
www.cityoftalent.org/elections. 
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From the Mayor’s Office
If you have lived in Talent for long, you 

probably remember that Talent Ave was mostly 
a dirt trail into down town with few sidewalks 
along the way.  City Hall was a cinder block 
building in what is now the parking lot of Town 
Hall.  No decorative street lights, no planting 
beds, no Camelot Theater.  It all has been 
upgraded over the years, through the Talent 
Urban Renewal District (TURA).  A taxing 
district was voted for by our community; TURA 
formed in 1991.  TURA has been a successful 
agency in its 28 years, though not without its 

Grateful to serve, 
Mayor Darby Ayers-Flood
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challenges.  Talent is a desirable community for TURA’s community led 
designs and TURA’s ongoing commitment to community process.

It is important to review the history of the roundabout periodically; 
new residents may not understand the incomplete street feature built by 
TURA.  The intention was to correct the intersection of Valley View Rd 
onto Talent Avenue.  Years ago, Valley View Rd came to an odd “T” on 
Talent Avenue.  The decision to split traffic at a roundabout and move 
cars separately to Main St. or Wagner St., seemed logical and efficient in 
light of projected growth at the time.  A well attended open house in Town 
Hall is where TURA presented several traffic options for the Valley View 
Master Plan, nearest the area currently known as the Gateway project.  
It was there and then that the decision to pursue the community chosen 
roundabout was determined.  

There was just one little hitch.  Talent Irrigation District’s (TID) yard stood 
in the pathway of the Wagner St. extension.  It was considered that TID 
would sell and move to their larger parcel on Colver Rd.  Unfortunately, 
negotiations failed due to an inability to come to terms.  The extension 
to Wagner St. is now a condition of development for anyone who may 
one day purchase the TID yard.  You buy it, you build it.  A solution from 
2008, may not be a viable solution today.  TURA continues to work toward 
solving this issue, which is one reason why Gateway is so important.  
Look for an update on Gateway in the next issue.

Commission & Committee Openings:
Together for Talent
Want a voice in your city’s affairs? Join Together for Talent, a city committee. Up to five seats available! Be a recommending body to the City Council. 
Funding is available for ways to improve the city. Participate in meaningful projects in our community.
Open Meeting on Tuesday, March 5th from 4 - 6 pm at the Old Town Hall.
If you are interested, please contact the City Recorder at 541-941-5939 or at gciprazo@cityoftalent.org

Harvest Festival 2019
Talent is looking for interested citizens and volunteers to take part in the planning process for the City’s 50th annual Harvest Festival. The Harvest 
Festival will take place on September 21, 2019 here in downtown Talent. 
Planning meetings are currently held every three weeks. 
If you are interested, please contact the City Recorder at 541-941-5939 or at gciprazo@cityoftalent.org

Parks Commission
This is a seven-person commission, with each person serving a two-year term. The commission advises the 
City Council on planning and improvements to City parks and provides oversight to the City’s Summer Recre-
ation Programs. Members are active in raising community awareness of use of City parks and the importance 
of participation in recreational activities.

If you are interested, please contact the City Recorder at 541-941-5939 or at gciprazo@cityoftalent.org

Do You BYO To Go?
Do you remember the first time you were told to “BYOB” upon being invited to 

a party, or get-together? Back then, BYOB almost exclusively meant either Bring 
Your Own Booze or Bring Your Own Beverage.

Today, while the acronym BYOB still refers to party beverages, the term BYO 
(without the final “B”) is far further reaching. In fact, there’s an entire movement 
centered around the action of creating your own “Bring Your Own” kit containing 
items like a mug, metal straw, water bottle, eating utensils, reusable napkin, to-
go container, and shopping bag. When you create your own BYO kit containing 
these items, you make a conscious and thoughtful choice to preserve resources, 
eliminate waste, choose a more sustainable lifestyle, and reduce energy use.

The Talent Zero Waste Team with this BYO To Go campaign wants you to go 
beyond bringing your own shopping bag to the store. So store your new BYO kit 
in your handbag, purse, backpack, or in the storage area of your transportation of 
choice (bike, car, motorcycle, etc.) and you’ll instantly increase your chances of 
having the opportunity to eliminate your dependence on single-use disposables, 
like pesky plastic forks, spoons, knives; paper napkins, plastic to-go containers, 
non-reusable cups, and plastic grocery bags.

The Talent Zero Waste Team, under the auspices of the Together for Talent 
Committee, will present a proposal to prohibit disposable food serviceware and 
plastic grocery bags in Talent to the City Council on Wednesday, March 6th at 
6:45 pm. Please join us and show your support or your concerns, so we can 
make the greatest impact to reduce the use of plastic together.

Upcoming recycling events to prepare for:
• Round it up and Turn it in Talent Recycle Drop Off 
      May 11 at City Hall (Electronics, metal, etc.)
• Hazardous Waste Event (includes household batteries) 
      May 4th  at Rogue Disposal

The Talent Zero Waste Team is a group passionate about waste reduction. 
This group strives to inspire and foster a community without waste in Talent. We 
meet every 3rd Thursday of the month at  in the Talent Public Library. The next 
two meetings will be on March 21st and April 18th. Please join us as we develop 
educational material, sponsor reuse and recycling events, and promote zero 
waste at City-sponsored events. For more information on the Talent Zero Waste 
Team, please contact Sharon Anderson at scanderson1@charter.net.. 

UPDATE: The city council presentation of a proposal to ban single 
use plastics in Talent has been rescheduled from March 6 to April 3.
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Talent Police Department

The numbers are in for your Police Department during 2018 and 
unfortunately, we stayed busy.  Our calls for service (911 calls, non-
emergency reports, traffic and pedestrian stops, etc.) increased to 
7760 calls from 7379 in 2017.  Some of the increases in activity we 
saw included more reported assaults, thefts, motor vehicle offens-
es (stolen autos and car break-ins) and disorderly conduct.  Offi-
cers issued 1517 traffic citations over the course of the year, aver-
aging 4 traffic citations daily, not including warnings.   We couldn’t 
do our job protecting the city without your help.   Please continue 
to contact us when you see an emergency needing attention or 
suspicious circumstances.  Nobody knows your neighborhood bet-
ter than you!  Despite the activity we encountered in 2018, Talent 
remains a safe community to live, work and play!

Trafic Safety Reminder

School Buses
School buses have flashing amber and red lights near the top of 

the bus on the front and rear. They may be equipped with a stop 
arm that extends from the bus near the driver’s window when the 
red lights begin to flash.

Flashing amber lights ward 
traffic that the bus is about 
to stop on the road to load 
or unload children. Prepare 
to stop. When the red lights 
flash, stop before reaching 
the bus and remain stopped 
until the driver turns off the 
flashing red lights.

If you are on a divided high-
way with two roads separated 
by an unpaved median strip or 
barrier, you must stop only if 
you are on the same side of the 
road as the bus.

A painted median strip or turn 
lane does not create two sepa-
rate roads. In this case, all lanes 
of traffic must stop.

Video Quick
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
100 W. Valley View Rd. • 535-5941 • Open 7 Days a Week

After 30 years, Video Quick 
will be closing its doors! 

We will continue to rent all the way to the end, 
so take advantage of the wide selection of titles 
still available to rent for only $2 for two days!

There are thousands of movies and television 
series to choose from! Don’t miss out on your 
opportunity to rent or own your favorite titles on 
DVD and Bluray! 

Come down and enjoy a 
cinematic adventure today!

It’s been 
a “reel” 
blast…

Offering a carefully curated selection of new 
and used vinyl records and botanical goods

We pay cash for your records! Any size collection. Call for an appointment. 

 Located in Downtown Talent just a few miles north of Ashland. 

We stock a carefully curated selection of new and used 
vinyl records and goods. New arrivals daily!


