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ing two pages, is a publication of the 
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choices contained in the rest of the 
paper are the sole responsibility of 
the TNR and are not in any way asso-
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From the Mayor’s Office
I have survived 

3 major natural 
d i s a s t e r s , 
all resulting 
in a state of 
e m e r g e n c y .   
Santa Cruz, Ca.; 
a devastating 
storm of 1982 
left 22 dead.  
In 1989 the 
Loma Prieta 
earthquake that came with years of 
fore warning, resulted in 63 casualties.  
The flood of 1997 in Ashland with 
0 deaths.  I mention lives lost to 
emphasize that millions more survived 
the Loma Prieta earthquake alone.  
What I learned from surviving is that 
life sustaining resources are the first 
thing to go!  First to go is emergency 
services.  In a mass emergency, they 
respond to the worst scenes; fires, 
collapsed structures, mass people 
trapped etc and then work their way 
to second to the worst scenes.  That 
means that those who are in a bad 
situation are on their own.  Injured 
people rely on the neighbors to patch 
them up before help arrives, often 
with no supplies.  The other first 
resource to go is water.  With systems 
compromised, clean water delivery 
very often ceases entirely.  I have 
seen it!  Don’t bother seeking bottled 
water.  Stores if open, are wiped out 
in an hour.  Then shelter becomes the 
next focus.  The nights grow cold and 
if your house is severely damaged; 
report to a school gym if it is ready 
for you, get in a long line for cots 
and thank god they are there!  Long 
after the news crew leaves, the lack 
of critical resources goes on for weeks 
and then over months, it improves.  
For all the experiences that I have 
had, for all of my personal knowledge 
of the resource crisis, I am woefully 
unprepared for the next natural 
disaster.   Given the amount of warning 
about the Cascadia earthquake, 
my unpreparedness is neglect of 
my family, plain and simple!  Talent 
official Kittie Harrison endeavors to 
change that for our community and 
yet, getting a response from Talent 
residents has been strangely difficult.  
I understand the resistance, no one 
wants to prepare for the horror that a 
natural disaster actually is.  But, being 
unprepared makes me a burden on 
the very limited emergency recourses 
and equally important to all of us, 
risks our individual lives.  As for me, 
I plan to suck up my fear and focus 
on my family’s welfare by getting my 
household ready!  

September is National Preparedness 
Month.  Kittie Harrison is ready to get 
you ready!  During the month, CERT 
certified Kittie Harrison will be provid-

ing our community with resource in-
formation, training opportunities and 
household action plans on display at 
City Hall.  She plans to be available 
at the September 15th Friday Evening 
Market in Talent to sell 72 hour emer-
gency bags, for which she has raised 
money with a donation from Together 
for Talent and Councilor John Harri-
son, making them more affordable to 
our community.  The Mayor’s office 
will help sponsor a limited number 
of bags for underserved families who 
lack resources now, but still want to 
prepare.  Information for sponsor-
ships will be available in the City Hall 
display.  Kittie has provided these 
links to websites so that we can re-
search ways to make our families safe 
with preparedness.  *cert@ashland.
or.us : anything and everything about 
“Community Emergency Response 
Team”  *https://www.ready.gov/: 
Be Informed, Make a plan, Build a 
Kit, Get Involved  Kittie Harrison is 
leading up “Map My Neighborhood”   
Teams, more information at City Hall.

Look, I get it.  This is uncomfortable 
to think about or even write about.  
We all see preparedness differently.  
I have realized that for my family, it 
is neglect to not be fully ready for a 
natural disaster.  What does it mean 
for your family?

Grateful to serve
Mayor Ayers-Flood

ADOPT-A-STREAM 
PROGRAM TO BEGIN IN 

SEPTEMBER

The City of Talent cares about the 
health of our streams. Stormwater 
runoff is the single largest source of 
water pollution in the US.  To help 
stop pollution from entering our 
waterways, the City has incorporated 
several stormwater quality features 
into its public rights of way and open 
spaces. Features such as swales, 
rain gardens and porous asphalt 
(like that at Chuck Robert’s Park) 
can slow and retain stormwater and 
allow it to enter vegetated areas where 
soil can trap pollutants and plants 
and microorganisms can help break 
them down to safer components. 
Stormwater features can be a welcome 
addition of greenery and habitat to 
the built environment, but they also 
require some labor if they are to look 
good and function properly. That’s 
where the “Adopt-A-Stream” program 
comes in; community volunteers and 
businesses can contribute to beautify 
their community, reduce sediment 
flow into the stream and protect water 
quality by providing some occasional 
elbow grease to remove weeds and 
trash and maintain these naturalistic 
gardens. 

Here is how “Adopt-A-Stream” 
works:  

• Groups consist of 3-8 
volunteers (that have filled out all 
necessary volunteer documents) 
and a designated leader who will 
communicate with the City and be 
responsible for equipment. 

• Groups adopt a swale for at 

least 12 months. 
• The City provides trash bags, 

work gloves, tools, safety vests, and 
traffic cones and disposes of all trash 
and debris. 

• Groups visit their swale 
monthly to remove weeds, pick up 
trash, and monitor the function of the 
structure. 

• The City will erect a sign at 
the site recognizing groups that have 
completed at least 2 swale cleanups 
within the 12-month adoption period.

• Groups keep records of their 
clean-up activities by submitting Field 
Data Sheets (provided by the City) 
after each activity.

If you have a group of people 
interested in adopting a swale as 
part of the Adopt-A-Stream Program, 
please contact Zac Moody, Community 
Development Director for City of 
Talent at 541-535-7401 or by email 
at zmoody@cityoftalent.org.  More 
information will be available on the 
City’s website beginning in September.  

Talent Zero Waste Team 
(TZWT)

Do you have Waste Reduction 
& Recycling questions you’d like 
answered? 

We would love to know what they 
are!

The Talent Zero Waste Team is 
passionate about waste reduction. 
This group strives to inspire and foster 
a community without waste in Talent. 
To get your questions answered in 
future TNR publications please email 
your waste reduction & recycling 
questions to Sharon Anderson at 
scanderson1@charter.net.

The TZWT meets every 3rd Thursday 
of the month at 2:30 PM in the Talent 
Public Library. The next two meetings 
will be on September 21st and October 
19th. Please join us as we develop 
educational material, sponsor reuse 
and recycling events, and promote 
zero waste at City-sponsored events. 

For more information about what 
can be recycled curbside in Talent, 
please go to www.Recology.com/
Recology-Ashland/. To get your waste 
reduction & recycling questions 
answered contact Sharon Anderson at 
scanderson1@charter.net. 

FREE SEEDS AT TALENTS 
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Talent’s Bee City USA Sub-
Committee plans on handing out 200 
packets of pollinator flower seeds 
during the Harvest Day Parade.  This 
will be the fifth year that seeds will 
be distributed.  Watch for Talent’s 
Big Bee in the parade pulled by Jim 
Thompson and his bicycle.  Visit the 
Bee City booth during the festival with 
activities for children and sign up for 
the pollinator garden designation.

GET YOUR POLLINATOR 
GARDEN CERTIFIED

Talent’s Bee City USA Sub-
Committee and the Talent Garden 

Club will come to view your yard/
garden for certification as a pollinator 
garden.  There are seven of these 
gardens so far in our city.  Contact 
Dolly Warden, 541 897 0065 (dolly.
warden17@gmail.com), to schedule an 
appointment with the certifying team.  
You will receive the application and a 
worksheet to fill out.  The cost of the 
sign to be displayed at your garden 
is $12.  We expect to have the forms 
available on the city website soon, so 
check there first.

Bee City USA to Survey 
Joseph Park Neighbors

The Bee City USA Subcommittee of 
Talent intends to conduct a door-to-
door survey of persons living near Jo-
seph Park.  There are plans to convert 
the park into a pollinator garden to 
help save our pollinators so vital in the 
providing the food we put on our table 
each day.  Sunday afternoon, Septem-
ber 10 has been chosen as the date to 
do the visiting and get the opinions of 
the local residents.  The Bee City sub-
committee is still looking for new vol-
unteers to serve on the subcommittee.  
Please call Dolly Warden, chair of the 
subcommittee, at 541 897 0065 if you 
want more information or want to find 
out about volunteering.  

Talent Police Department 

 Curtis Whipple, Chief of Police                                                                                                                                           
                                                                

The Talent Police Department has 
said goodbye to Officer Bruce Kelley, 
whose last day as a Talent Police 
Officer was August 19th.  Officer Kelley 
has served as a police officer in the 
State of Oregon for nearly 28 years 
with the last two years serving the 
citizens of Talent.  Officer Kelley will 
be missed and we wish him the best of 
luck in whatever path life leads him.  

As promised in the last Flash, I 
want to share some up to date crime 
statistics that overall, I am pleased 
with.  Out major crimes, which include 
robberies, assaults, burglaries, and 
thefts are down 33% from last year.  
In looking at what the FBI calls Part 
II crimes, which include vandalism, 
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slow moments in daily life.  She will 
be showing landscapes featuring the 
Rogue Valley, especially scenes around 
Talent as well as still life paintings 
that highlight harvest.  She hosts 
many drawing and painting classes for 
adults at Project Space. To learn more 
visit  sarahfburns.com.

RECREATIONAL FIRE 
GUIDELINES

Sometimes there is nothing more 
relaxing than sitting around a small 
campfire on a summer evening. 
However, because the can pose a fire 
danger, it is important to be safe while 
having recreational fires.

The City of Talent along with 
Jackson County Fire District #5 
have received many questions from 
citizens on what constitutes a safe 
fire and what is and isn’t legal when 
dealing with recreational fires. It is 
important to know these requirements 
so outdoor burning can remain safe 
and enjoyable.

There are a few types of outdoor 
burning that are legal within Talent 
city limits. These includes cooking 
with standard barbecue equipment 
and recreational fires. Recreational 
fires are defined as burning clean, dry, 
cord type firewood as in a standard 
campfire setting.  Improper use of 
outdoor burning equipment causes 
a significant amount of fires and air 
quality issues each summer. With 
this in mind, the City has some basic 
guidelines to follow so you can safely 
enjoy these fires.

1. Recreational fires should be 
limited to burning of dry, seasoned 
wood or charcoal briquettes, and 
should be for the purpose of cooking, 
pleasure or religious ceremonies.  

2. No garbage, asphalt, 
petroleum products, paints, rubber 
products, tires, plastic, paper 
products, plywood, finished lumber, 
or particle board should be burned.  

3. Recreational fire pits should 
be located at least ten (10) feet from 
adjoining property lines, fences, or 
decks with no overhead vegetation.

4. Recreational fire pits should 

disorderly conduct, trespass, as well as 
traffic crimes, we are at the same level 
as we were last year.  We have seen 
an increase in vandalism, trespass, 
and warrant arrests, but have seen a 
decrease in DUII’s, fraud, and traffic 
crimes.  In all Talent remains a very 
safe City to live and work.    

To continue to keep Talent safe, I 
encourage everyone to keep any eye 
out for anything that appears out of 
place in your neighborhood. Too many 
times when we investigate crimes, we 
contact people who admit to seeing 
something out of place, but just did 
not think it important enough to call 
the police.  I am a believer in “see 
something, say something” and it is 
how we make our community safer.  
For those calls that do not rise to 
the level of an emergency, the ECSO 
dispatch non-emergency number is 
541 776-7206.   

Project Space

Megan Headley and Sarah F. Burns 
will be exhibiting their work in the 
Talent Community Center during the 
2017 Talent Harvest Festival from 
10am to 4pm on Saturday October 7th. 
They will also be hosting a children’s 
art workshop in the Community 
Center dining hall during this time.

The two artists opened Project Space, 
an educational art studio in downtown 
Talent together in May. Project Space 
promotes innovative partnerships 
between artists, educators, community 
groups and local residents through 
art classes, exhibitions and events. 
To learn more about Project Space 
visit www.artprojectspace.com.

Megan Headley is an abstract 
painter who holds her BFA in Painting 
from Oregon State University. She 
will be showing paintings which 
abstract organic forms from nature. 
Her children’s classes at Project 
Space implement basic art theory 
principles while encouraging freedom 
of expression. Find out more about 
her work at meganmheadley.com

Sarah F. Burns is a classically 
trained painter who documents the 

be constructed of concrete, stone, 
or other approved non-combustible 
material and should include a bottom 
with sand or dirt.

5. Recreation fire pits should not 
exceed three (3) feet in diameter and 
a minimum of four (4) inches tall.  No 
limbs or brush should extend over the 
pit area.

6. Fire extinguishing equipment 
such as buckets, shovels, or garden 
hoses should be readily available for 
the use of recreational fires.  

7. Recreational fire pits should 
be constantly monitored by a person 
knowledgeable in the use of fire 
extinguishing equipment.

8. Recreation fire pits should 
not be used when the temperature is 
over 90 degrees F., winds are above 
20 MPH, Humidity is below 30 percent 
or when air quality is in the moderate 
category (as determined by DEQ) in 
the Medford Air Quality Area.

Adherence to these guidelines will 
help ensure that your relaxing summer 
or fall evening doesn’t pose a danger 
to your family or your neighbors.  If 
you have any questions about these 
guidelines, please contact Zac Moody, 
Community Development Director at 
541-535-7401 or by email at zmoody@
cityoftalent.org or contact Jackson 
County Fire District #5 at 541-535-
4222.

BEAR CREEK 
STEWARDSHIP DAY

The Bear Creek watershed is the 
most urbanized area in southern 
Oregon. It is also one of the most 
water quality limited streams in 
Oregon. Urban runoff, low summer 
stream flows, and high summer water 
temperatures contribute to the poor 
water quality. 

Bear Creek is also an important 
fish bearing stream with Chinook and 
Coho salmon and steelhead trout. 
Local communities in the Bear Creek 
Watershed and the rest of the Rogue 
Basin are working together to improve 
watershed conditions and protect 
areas that provide key functions 
for people, wildlife, fish, and other 

species.  Most work being completed 
by the communities is being driven 
by regulations (the Clean Water Act 
and the Endangered Species Act), to 
improve water quality, to maintain 
recreational access, to protect riparian 
areas, to provide habitat for fish and 
wildlife, and other reasons. 

However, on September 23, 2017 from 
9am-12pm, many of our communities 
are teaming up with SOLVE and 
Bear Creek Stewards to help keep 
our streams healthy in a different 
way; by removing litter.  SOLVE (Stop 
Oregon Litter and Vandalism) is a 
non-profit organization that brings 
together individuals, business groups, 
and service and conservation groups 
through volunteering and education 
to restore our natural spaces and take 
good care of this great state of which 
we are all so proud. 

Join thousands of volunteers 
across the state on September 23, 
2017 as we support the health of our 
public waterways and natural areas, 
and clean up litter from source to 
sea! This cleanup event is creating a 
local community based investment in 
keeping the Bear Creek corridor clean 
and keeping trash out of the stream.  
 
Location: Seven check-in/out 
locations along the Bear Creek 
Greenway from Pine Street in 
Central Point to Lynn Newbry Park 
in Talent.  

Time: 9 AM to Noon, 
September 23rd, 2017  

 
Snacks will be provided at the 
registration/check-in booths. 

 
Registration booths at Pine Street, 
McAndrews Road, Barnett Road, 
Hawthorne Park, Coyote Trails 
Nature Center, Blue Heron Park, and 
Lynn Newbry Park will be available 
beginning at 8:30 AM, and will 
remain open throughout the event for 
participants to drop-off tools and pick 
up snacks.

To register online for this event, 
visit www.bearcreekstewards.org 
by September 15th.  Registration 
on site the day of the event is also 
available.  For more information about 
the clean-up at Lynn Newbry Park 
in Talent, please contact Zac Moody, 
Community Development Director at 
541-535-7401 or by email at zmoody@
cityoftalent.org.

Talent Historical 
Society News

As summer draws to a close, it’s not 
too early to be thinking about the Tal-
ent Harvest Festival.  We will have an 
entry in the parade as well as a booth.  
The museum will be open and we will 
be holding a free raffle.  There will be 
more details in next month’s Flash!!

We would like to invite you to join us 
for a special presentation on Tuesday, 
September 26 by Stephanie Craig.  
Stephanie will give a talk on local 
Native American culture, traditional 
weaving and tools, and plants and 
their uses.  Following her talk, she will 
teach a short workshop on working 
with tule to create a Tule Duck De-
coy, used by many tribes for hunting.  
While the talk is free, there is a $15 
material fee for the workshop which is 
limited to the first 15 people to sign 
up.  Call (541) 512 8838 for more in-
formation and to reserve your spot.  
The talk will start at 6:30pm at our 
museum at 105 N. Market St., Talent.  
We hope to see you there!!


